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f T G'the READER: 


Shall not need to urge the Uſeful- 
neſs of aſſerting the Divinity of 


* our: Bleſſed Saviour, from every 
| 3 mag Medium, the will prove, or 
illuſtrate it, to argue the firſt part o 
this Diſcourſe to be ſeaſonable, [0 Fd 
as this Text may be improv'd to con- 
firm. it. And the tos. many ways of 
Tempting God ( particularly with re- 
ſpeit to his Providence) which are 
afterwards mention'd, may help the 
Conviition and Recovery of | ſome 
who AYE guilty, and prevent the Sin 

of other s-in the: like kind.” <. 
What I preach'd on this Snbjett,, 
(at 4 Time when many in this City 
needed. it ). againſt. laying great Wa- 
gers .ppon the, future /Determiga- 
tions. of | Divine, Providence, (asto 
the. Succeſs of Fleets and Armies 
abroad, Fc. ) (offended ſome who had- 
. A 2 


ren 


iv To theReader. 
bren drawn into the Snare, and it maybe \ 
gor Money by it; while others, having 
ſmarted for their Refpneſs and Pre- 
ſumption, thank'd me for the Werning, 
and promiſed to take it, wiſhing they 
had done it ſooner. | 

To the Inſtances of Tempting Gol, 

41 to his Power and Providence," midy 
be added the fatſe ant lying Wonders, 
which the Jews were addified to. Their 


Rabbins, and their Talmud mention 


ſtrange Stories of this kind.  Thiy had 
frequent Exoretins by Imvocation' df. 
rhe God: of Jacobi They had'Amnu- 
lets, and Ligatures, 4nd confidinr 
Aﬀertions, that God g eve Power to hit 
Law, his Name, ans Attributes, when 
thus * applied by then, to heal Diſeaſes,' 
and work Signs and Wonders, becauſe 
their Law was of Divine Original. 

A Deſcription of « Charmer 
(ChoberY among the Fews is thus: 
given by + Maimoriides. ' * Heb x 
** Chatmer who ſptaks words of 4 

oaks ' "®: fiyange 
* Lebtfoot Hor. Heb..in N t. 24» vol..2. P. 243» | 
T Maimonides de Idolit, C11. $. 10, 12. | 


| To the Reader; v 
range Linguatt, ahd wilhoat 
be ir —— a aidueſ; thinks 
that ' theſe words ate profiteble'r 
* That if die ſay (& or fo 10's Sers- 
* prep? 07: a Stoypron, i cannot hurt 
© «Mar; and he that faith fo'or fo 
* unto a May, he carmot be hurt; ce. 
« Fe thit whiſpereth over a Wound; 
« . or readeth a Verſe ont of the Bible; 


| © likewiſe he that readeth ove? tn In- 
© fant, that it may'not bt frighted, 


* or that lays the Bookof the Law, or 


| * the Philatteries npon aC hild that 


*« it may ſeep; {ſuch are not only «- 
© mong Enchanters of Charyoers; bat 
&< of thoſe that generully dey rhe 
*& Law of Gon, becauſe they make the 
* worus of the Stripture, Medicine 
« for the Body, whereas they are not, 
* bat for the Soul, as it is written, 
« Prov. 3.22. 'They ſhall be Life 
« unto thy Soul, 

Many ſtrange and undoubted In- 
es may. be. given of Evil Spirits 
exorcifed and di/poſſeſt, by the Invoces 
tion-of the God of Abraham, Iſaac, 

AJ .. had 


py wy ' ; is ; 
"vi |} Fo.the Reader. 

4nd Jacob, even by Pagans, as well as 
by. Jews.; or by Chriſtians mention- 
ing.#he Name of Jeſus Chriſt :. that 
wany who did-not owh the Faith, either 
of. Jews ..or, Chriſtians, get. atteſted 
upon their.omn Experience. * the Vir- | 
tue-of thoſe, Names. It would yet be | 
4 Terpiting of God, for ws to. uſe 
theſe: Names, and expett the like Suc+ 
ceſs, becauſe without a Warrant. 

As. to. what..is. ſaid of Tempting 
Providence, ' by «ſing unlawful or | 
fuſbeted Methods to accompliſh our 
Deſires, and by. raſb Appeals to Hea | 
wen to decide in. doubtful. Caſes, &c. 
I might add | many more .Examples, 
particularly concerning Waters of Pro- 
bation : © || Waters which had Virtue | 
* t0 diſcover and chaſtiſe the Sinner, 

n th .'. .* whilfh 
* See many Authors thred by Dr. Whithy, in his 
Excellent Diſcourſe of the Certainty of the Chriſtian 
Faith in gentral, &:c. 8* 1671, Annot, on Ch. 1. 5.3. 
f P. Molinzi Yates, lib. 3. c.21, 22, 23. de Ju- 
dicio per ſingulare Certamen, quz vulgaris Purgatio 
uy Jure Canonico appellatur. De Purgatione per 
Aquam ferventem, aur prunas, aut ferrum candetts, 
& per _—_ frigidam, &*c. 
1 Dr, Whitby, 1b, chap. 1, $. $- 
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To the;Reader, vii 


* whilſt they cleared the Innocent 5 4s 


Heathen Writers affirm of Olachas, 
and other Rivers, which were wont 
to put off their Natures, and be- 
come Fire to the guilty | Perſon ; 
of the .Crateres Palichorum, axd. 
the Sardinian Fountains, which did 
ſtrike the Thief, ..or. perjured Per- 
ſon, blind or dead; of the Indian. 
Brachmans probatory Waters, and. 
many others of that kind. And as 
the Jews ſay, with much better 


&* ground, of thoſe of Jealouſy, which 
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being uſed according to the Preſers- 
ption of their Law, to try the 
Chaſtity of any Woman, of whom 
her Husband ſhould be jealous, did 
canſe the guilty Thigh to rot, and 
had no like Effet upon the Inno- 
cent; 1 ſay with better ground, 
for had they failed upon Trial, the 


= 


Jews could not have own'd that Law 


« for Sacred, which left them ſuch 
i 4 ſtanding Lie. But for us 10 ex- 
pet# God's Deciſion of Right and 
Wrong, of Innocence or Guilt, by ſuch 


like 


vii To the Reader, 
like Methods, would be- to Tenpt 
him. 

I ſhall only add a Paſſape out of a: 
late. * Author to- the parpoſe of the 
renth Seftion, * What fball I ſay 


*- of our common Croſſes and Charms ? 


« The Devil fights with ns like a Par- 
«* thian fhing ; pretends himſelf to be 
* vanquifh d by m, that he may the 
t better conquer a, through Saperfti- 
« tion, by his Flight ? So what fhall T 
® [ay to your other ſet Forms of Words, 
® the Sieve and Sheers, and ſuch o- 
«@ rher Trifles and Gewgaws ® If Words 
®- do any thing veally, it muſt be throagh 


« Faith; and if Faith be one (6 


* powerful, it can eafily effefF without 
« 4 ſet Forms like Conjaring ; but if 
* Words. prove panerful without 
« Faith, laret Anguis mn Herba, we 
4 have all the oe in the World to 
* apprehend ſome Deluſion from onr 
« common Enemy the Devil. 

_ 
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* Mr. Freke's ſele& Eſſays, 8% of Divination and- 


_ "vo Aſh ology, P- 235 24: 
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To th&'Reader. is 
There is one thing,which may be re 
| ducible' zo this Head. of Terpung 
| Chrilty, which 10ay be objected s04in/t 
4: | ſome Paſſages in « little Book I lately 
E ! premted, viz. Some Account of the 
4 ' Holy Life and Death of Mr. Gea- 


' Ting, Kc. that they may encourage 
People, under Trouble of Mind, to ex- 
oeif ther by opening the Bible, the firſt 
place they look into, fbould: by Divine. 
Diveftion be ſuitable for their Support 

, and Relisf; or - it may add 10 their: 
| {fvor-axd Melancholy, if thiy" ae: 
| not ſucceetinſuth in A; renpy jos there: 
have done. "Ti: true, I there relte- 
only Matter of Fa#, as I found-it 
wifey, without int imats that I aps: 
prove d+ diſapprove of ſarh & Pratfice. 
. Bud tfÞ avy ſhould Mike dccafion t0 rx 
pett the like, and be tronbled if they to" 
not ; I muſt freely acknowledg, that 1 
know of no ground we have, iy that way. 
to look for preſent ſuitable Counſel, or 
Conſolation. The Holy Spirit is not 
limited, and may ſomztimes dire, and 
Eujas an humble doubting Chriſtian. 
| But 


4k 1 drag of A4t On q "A ih wh ”% ; 4u 54 20626 
x: To the'Reader. 


But 'tis more adviſable to conſider, aud 
enquire what Promiſes and Examples 
of. Holy Scripture, are:moſt adapted to 
nour:Caſe, and proper-for your\Siopport. 
To. open the Book, and expett . that 
the firſt Chapter,and Verſe you caſt your 
Eyes 0n, ſbould juſt anſwer your Caſe, 
and adminiſter Reſolution or Comfort, 
i without ſufficient Ground or 'War- 
rant; and is a kind of limiting God, 
and ſo a Tempting 'of him," - For 
what reafon hath any Man to believe, - 
. that God will certainly diſcover, and 
reveal himſelf. that. way, #0. fatisfy 
bie Doubts? . | i 4; 
May 4 Divine Bleſſing accompany 
this ye Aamonition 4n@&W axning, 
to take. heed how me- Tenipt Goa, -4y 
any. of the. various ' Methogs here ex+ 
plain'd.” TONE AE ore: 
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The ConTenrs. 
Sect. 1. TP Introdu@1on, Context, and 
" " - propoſed Method of the. fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe. '. page 1. 
Sect. 2. Of the Perſon tempted, and /ann'd 
againſt by the Fews, Jeſus Chriſt. His 
Exiſtence before his Incarnation. provd 
againſt the Socinians. : + P- a 
Sect. 3. What was the particular Sin of the 
Jews, in the Wilderneſs, bere called a 
Tempting of Chriſt. D..12. 
Sect. 4. Of the Puniſhment by Fiery Ser- 
pents. The Wiſdom of. Providence therein. 
Of. the Serpent in Paradiſe. Upon what 
+ Accounts Serpents. bave been reckon'd Sa- 
cred and Venerable, by the Heathens.p.16. 
Sect. 5. How we may be guilty of the like 
Sin, Explicitly and Diredly, or Implicitly. 
. Two. Inſtances of the former. © P..25- 
Se. 6. The many ways of itnplicit, indire(? 
Tempting' Chriſt, Some Inſtances with 
reſpedF to bis Truth...  p. 36. 
Sect.-7. Of . Tempting God, and Chriſt, 
with reſpe@ to the Divine Power, in ſe- 


veral Inſtances. © P. 41+ 
Sec. 


xii The Contents. 
Sect. 8. Of Tempting Chriſt, with "_ 
40 bis Rnowledg, | 1 {fs} 
Set. 9. Of Tempting God, and Chriſt with 
reſpec to bis Providence, mn ſeveral 
Inſtances, P. 53. 
Sect.10, It 15a Tempting of Providence, fo 
uſe i erred” Means 0 ce- 
 compliſh olir Deſires, or "ſupply our 
Wants. P-.62. 
Sef. 11, Of laying Wagers concerning the 
| _ Determinations of Divme . 
Ace. 

SeQ.12. Of Tempting Chriſt wirhrefhe, to 
hy Inward Grace, 7 por the Aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spiris : Efperiatty by botd wen- 
ting upon Temptation, and the hat 
Pors of Sin. 

: Seft. 13, Of Tem mjting God and Cbrif, as 
| to bis Patience. Wy 
Seve. 14. The Improvement of this Diſtowſ?. 
fork Canvitton of Sm, Logon 
Aggravations thes Tempting 
' .Chrift. Te Danger of 3t., as applred to 
: 05 Nev, ' From 't this Example of the 
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| A Discourss of 


Tempting Chriſt. 


1 COR. x. 9, 


Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome 
of them alſo Tempted, and were 


deſtroyed of Serpents. 


SECT. Lb. 


The Introduftion, Context, and pro- 
poſed Method of the followmg 
Diſcourſe. 


E experience the mighty 
Force of Example, to 
draw or to diflwade; 


when .bare Counſel will not move, 
and naked Precept makes little Im- 
B preſſion. 


.'J A Dyſcpurſe 
preſſion, It is eaſter to oppoſe and 
contradiQthe moſt pofittve Rule, | 
re deſpiſe and make light of the 
phimneſt Prohibition, and Caution | 
againſt ' Sin, than when we ſee the 
Evil of it as in a Glaſs, by ſome 
remarkable Inſtance of Divine Se- 
verity. Onthis Account the Hiſto- 
rical Part of 'the Holy Scriptures is 
of excellent Uſe; and accordingly 
the Examples of God's Antient Peo- 
ple the Jews, are frequently referr'd 
to in the New Teſtamenr. They 
are ſaid to be Types, and Pattern; 
unto us, to inſtru us what we may 
expect, if we imitate their Tran\- 
_greſſions, by the Righteous  Judg- 
ments of God, that followed them. 
A GOOD part of this Chapter is 
png by the Apoſtle, in admo- 
niſhing and warning theſe Corinthi- 
ans againſt ſeveral particular Sins, | 
fromthe Conlideration of the Pu- | 
nifhments which God inflicted up- 
on the 1ſraetrrtes for the like. Tho «+ 
they were his peculiar People, he 
1.9, would: 


of Tempting Chriſt, 
would not ſpare them, but did ra- 
ther execute Vengeance with the 
greater Severity and Speed. They 
enjoyed many Advantages above the 
reſt of the World ; eſpecially as zo 
them belonged the Covenant, axd the 
Adoption : On which Account they 
arecalled their Fathers, ver. 1. which 
the Jews could not otherwiſe be to 
theſe Corinthians, who were Hea- 
thens, and ſome of the Firſt-fruits 
of the Gentile Church, Types, and 
Examples unto #5, ver. 6. to warn 
us againſt ſuch and ſuch particalar 
Sins, from what they ſuffered inthe 
Wilderneſs for the like. Adding, 
that theſe things are written for our 
ſakes, ver. 11. on whom the Ends of 
the World are come. That is, on 
our account, who live in the latter 
Ages of the World; when thoſe 
latter Days are begun, in which the 
great Change, foretold by the Pro- 
phets to be made by the Meſſah's 
Kingdom, doth take place ; which 
Kingdom is to laſt, and increaſe ro 
B 2 the 


4 4 Diſcourſe 
the end of the World, without the 
expeQation of any other conlidera- 
ble Change of that Nature. It is 
for our ſakes, on whom the Ends 
of the World are come, that theſe 
things are written, That thereby 
we may know and be convinced, 
that, whatever the Difference may 
be imagined between Chri/tians and 
Jews, between Moſes and Chriſt, be- 
tween the Law and the Goſpel, be- 
tween the Typical Egypt, Wilderneſs, 
and Canaax of the Jews, and the 
Antitype to theſe things amongſt us 
Chriſtians; whatever the Difference 
may be between us and them, and 
whatever Advantages may lie on 
our (ide; yet if we will not take 
warning by their Example, we mult 
expect the like Severity of Divine 

Juſtice, as they experienced. 
AMONG other Provocations, 
of which the Jews were guilty, 
and which the Apoſtle takgs notice 
of in this Chapter, Th# in theſe 
words deſerves to be conſidered ; 
©: Neither 


we 
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of Temptmg Chriſt. 5 
Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of 
them alſo tempted, &C. 

1. I SHALL conſider the Ex- 
ample of the Antient Jews, and what 
Sin that was which ts here refer- 
red to, and the Puniſhment of it. 
2, How We may be faid to rempt 
Chriſt; what is the Nature of hat 
Sin, or how many ways we may 
be guilty of it. 3. Cloſe with a 
Pradiical Exhortation, to impreſs 
and improve the whole. 


SECT. IE 


Of the Perſon tempted, and ſmn'd 
againſt by the Jews, Jeſus Chriſt. 
His Exiſtence before his Incar- 
nation prov'd againſt the SOCt- 
nians. 


L E T us conſider this Ex- 

ample of the Jews. We 
are cautioned not to tempt Chriſt, 
B 3 As 


6 4 Difſcowſe 
as They alſo tempted him, Belore I 
ſpeak to the Nature of their. Sin, 
and the Puniſhment of it, whereof 
we have a more particular account, 
Numb. 21. it will be neceſſary to 
enquire who i the Perſon offended, 
how the Jews inthe Wilderneſs can 
be ſaid to have tempted Chriſt lo 
long before his Incarnation; which 
is the Apoſtle's Charge here, and 
the Ground of his Admonition: to 
us, not to incur the like Guile. 

T H E Socinians, and others who 


_ diſown the Divinity of our Bleſſed 


= ———— 


Saviour, are here perplexed,to evade 
the force of the Argument for the 
Exiſtence of Feſas Chrift, before 
he was born of the YVirgis Mary : 
For the Scripture ſpeaks trequently 
concerning the Jews as tempting 
Jehovah, and of their being pu- 
niſhed for it in the Wilderneſs; 
and it 1s plain that this Paſſage re- 
ters unto! thar tinme, by che men- 
tion of their being deſtroyed by Ser- 
pentsy. Now it was for zempting 


of 


of Tempting Chriſt. - 
' of Chrift, ſays the Apoftle, that 
' they were ſodeftroyed: Therefore 
Chriſt is Jehovah, the true God, 
and did exilt before his Incarna- 
tion. 

THERE are three things they 
pretend, whereby to weaken the 
Force of this Argument. #t. Some 
of them will have it to be 2 Created 
Angel who led the Jews in the Wil- 
dernels, and whom they tempted, 
and ſinned again(t, Others ſay thar 
Moſes is ' to be underſtood by the 
word Chrift, and” that their Sim 
was 10 tempting hin, A third fors 
frnd fault with our Tranſlation, and 
that this Verſe ought to be read, 
either thus, Neither tempt ye. God; 
as they tempted him; or thus, 
Neither tempt ye Chriſt, as they 
tempted God. 


I. AS to the firſt Evaſion,:.con-: 
cerning's Created Angel: Not only: 
is there no fach Charge. again(Þ 
then? in the Hiſtory, ,as tenpringr 
B 4 of. 


—_ g 
of an Angel ; nor is an Angel any. \: 


w_—_— 
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where ſaid to be tempted by the 


' Jews. But the Angel of the Co- 
venant who. conduQed them in the | £ 


Wilderneſs, is ſaid to be 


Tehovab, 


| who led them by a Pillar of Cloud 
\ by Day, and of Fire by Night, 
Exod. 13.21. compared with Chap. 
23. ver. 21. Where he is called an 


Ingel, But what 1s ſaid of ' him 
will-by no means agree to a created 
Angel. 


which T have prepared. 
him, obey his Voice, provoke him not : 
for he will not pardon your Tranſ- 
greſſions, &c. 


\ JL. WLITH-/as little reaſon is 
Moſes pretended by Socinwus to be 
here meant, as the Perſon tempted 
by the Jews.. It is true, .they/ſpake 


- againſt Moſes, -and ſtrove with him, 


Exod; 16.2, 44. and God. was pro- 
voked by it, as if it had been done 
againit 


Behold I fend an Angel | 
\ before thee, to keep thee inthe way, 
. and. to_ bring thee into the place 
Beware of * 


| 


» 


of Tempting Chriſt, © 


{againſt himſelf. * Butthey are ne- 
Iver ſaid to tempt Moſes. And he: 
| himſelf doth plainly diftioguiſhtheir 
: Sin here referred to, from their ſ{tr1- 


ving with him,and ſpeaking againſt 
him, Exod. 17.2. and ver. 7. com-- 
pared.. And. Moles ſaid unto them, 
Why chide ye with me ? Wherefore do 


ve tempt the Lord ? And he called the 


Name of the place Maſſah, and Me- 
ribah, becauſe of the chiding of the © 
Children of Iſrael, and becauſe they 
tempted the Lord, ſaying, Is the Lord 
among (t mw ? To pretend therefore: 
that this is the ſenſe, Neither tempt- 
ye Chriſt as they tempted Meſes, is: 
netther agreeable to Grammar or: 
Reaſon : For the ſame Perſon linned 
againſt by them, we are cautioned: 
not to offend ; not to ſin after the 
like manner, againſt the ſame ObjeQ;. 
not to tempt Chriff, as they. did.. 

B 5 The: 


* See My, Daille Serm. in loc. and 7. Placzi Di-- 
ſpur. 12» 1n loc. gto. f. 130, de Argumentis. 
quibus ethcirur Chriſtum prius fuilſe quam in utero. 
B.Virgmis, &c. 


Ire © 4 Difcouſe 
The: Greek Particle #,. or #2vn's, | 
will ſo. carry it. | 


HH. THE other Pretence or Ca-- | 
vil againft our Tranſlation, hath as 
little Strength, There is one Ma- 
nuſcripe here in Exgland, we are 
told, wherein this Verſe is thus 
read, Neither tempt ye-God, as they 
rempted him. But tho that Manu- 
{cript be pretended to be very an- 
tient, there are others of greater 
Antiquity that read 1t as we do: 
- And, except one or two- of. the 
antient Writers of the Church, who 
read it the Lord, Neither tempt ye the 
Lord, and: explain i it ſtill of Chriſt ; 
except them, 1t hath been proved 
againſt the Socinians that all Co- 
ptes of this Epiſtle, Manuſcript and 
Printed; and alb the Verſions of the 
Greek and Latin Fathers, from the 
end of the ſecond Century until 
now, doall read it as we do ; Net- 
ther. tempt ye Chriſt, as they alſo 
tempted him. 

BUT 


i ; 
bs ; 


of Tenipting Chriſt. 

BUT others will fay it may be 
read thus, Neither tempt ye Chrift 
as they tempted God. It were e- 
nough to reply to rhis, that there 
is no fach\word in the Text. Bur 
what the Socinians would gain, if 
we {hould allow it, I cannot ſee. 
Neither tempt ye Chrift, as the 
Jews tempted God. Hereby they 
equal at leaſt, if not prefer Chriſt 
unto God: As Chriſtians finning 
againſt Chriſt, anſwers to the Jews. 
ſinning againſt God ; ſo Chriſt temp- 
ted by Chriſtians, anſwers unto God 
tempted by the Jews :. And- there- 
fore if the Sin and Punifhmeant of 
the Ifraclites be propoſed. as- our 


- Warning, the Force of the Example 


1s loſk, if it be not an equal'Sin, or 
greater, for us to tempt Chrift, than 
for the Iſraelites to tempt God. 
And if it be propoſed as 4 Type, the- 
Argument is yet ſtronger, and the- 
Preference 1s given unto Chrift.. 
Either way wall conclude that he is 
not a Creatare, and that he did exiſt 


” 


before- 
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before his Incarnation ; otherwiſe 
theſe Jews in the Wilderneſs could 
not have ſinned againſt him. And 
thus for the Perfon linned againſt, 
Neither tempt ye Chriſt, as they 
alſo tempted him, 


SECT. II. 


What was the particular Sin of the 
Jews, in the Wilderneſs, here 


called a Tempting of Chriſt. 


II. HE particular $1n refer- 
red to of the Iſraelites, 

was their impatient * Murmuring 
and Diſcontent, their DiſſatisfaQtion - 
and Complaint, concerning the way 
which' God took to lead them into 
Caxaan, and of the Proviſions he 
made for them in the way, and 
of the Time and Seaſon of it. For 
in 


—_— 


_F Numb. 21. 455, 6. 


_Rey_ OT 


i 2, 


EY 
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in their March through the Wil- 
derneſs- they had ſome Succeſs | a- 
oainſt the Capaarites, who came out 
of their own Country to fight againſt 


| them; and thereupon being putt up 
' with their Victory, they ſuppoſed 


they ſhould as eaſily prevail againſt 
the Idumeans, who refuſed them 
leave to paſs through their Country. 
They hoped that with the like Suc- 
ceſs againſt them, they might di- 


; rely and ſpeedily enter into the 


promiſed Land, But, inſtead of 


' this ſhort and ealy way to Canaan, 


God reſolves to ſpare the Idumeans 
at this time, and- commands the 
Iſraelites to compaſs the Land of 


| Edom, and take a long Circuit round 


the Mountains of Jdumea. Upon 
this occaſion, we find -this People 
break out into Difcontent againſt 
God their Leader, forgetting all 
the former Wonders of his Goad- 
neſs and Power. And this is that 
which the Apoſtle calls a tempring 
of Chriſt, who as the Angel of the 
Cove- 


he Re. 
Proach of C hriſt Treafares 


Of Eoype. 
UPON and ſevers] Other: 
COMPlained - and 
ſaid. * 


of Tempting. Chriſt, ug: 
Y: thel my Wages Ten Times ; that 1s, very 
uffe.] frequently. 
Iſra-) THEIR Sin wight very pro- 
ach) perly be called 4 tempting of him : 
the: For they were not canteat to go 
the:! to Canaan in the, way which: he 
this'; would have led them, nor were 
Re. | they ſatisfied with the Proviſions 
res. | that he made for them 1n:the way ; 
; but complained; of their Mane, as 
er- | light Bread, deſpiſing of it. They 
1d | would have every thing they had a 
d. * Mind to, and in that way and man- 
r ner which they themſelves would 
d chuſe; and thereupon would have 
- 
) 
| 


put the Power and the Wiſdon, the 
Truth, and the Goodnefs of God; 
. | to farther trial : And by falling of- 
| ten into fuch a Sin, they tempted 
his Patience, to fee& how long he 
would:bear with chem. Flow oftezs, 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, did they provoke 
him in the Wilderneſs, and tempt him 
tn the Deſart? Tea, they turned back 
| and tempted God; ana limited the Holy 
| Oneof I(racl. Pad. 78. 40, 41. 
SECT. 


"oY Diſcomſe 


SECT IVY. 


Of the Pumiſhment by Fiery Ser- 
pents, "Tho Wiſdom of Provi. 
dence thereiy, Of the $ erpent 
in Paradiſe. Upon what Ac- 
eonnts Serpents þa ve been rec 


kon'd Sacred and” Ymerabls by 
the Fleathens. 


| 


— — 


) 


CF 
Vi- 


| 
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affefts the Patient with Madneſs. 


By theſe Fiery Serpents they were 
ſtopt 4n the laſt Year of their Tra- 


jvel, before they got into the Land 
jof Promiſe. And on this account 
| rhey murmured at Sa/moyah. But 
the Sin that was thus puniſhed, 


and: that of their worſhipping the 
Golden Calt, is concealed by Philo 


' the Few, and Joſephus, out of more 


Love to his Country-men, than Fi- 
delity to Hiſtory, doth not take no- 


* ticeof it. 


'TIS the: Conje&ure of the 


' Learned * Biſhop of Lizcoln, that 


** the Seraphim and Urim were 
* Images, or Symbols of Mini- 
* ſtring Angels inthe form of F:- 
** ery, Flying Serpents; as Cheru- 
* bim were {uch Images with the 
* Faces of Oxex. So. the word 
* Saraph is uled, Numb. 21. 6, 8. 
* Deut. 8.,15. In Egypt, Arabia, 
* and Lybia, and + other places, 

** there 


* Dr. Tenniſon of Idolatry, c. 14, Þ: 352, Ke 
T Herodotr, 1, 2, Cic. de Nat. Deor. l. 1s ;*,_ .- 


_ = 


* called 


C. 2.8 1h, 


CO — . 


4 and: 


*: Vid, &:Mubiun 


bright Atmoſp! 
Egypr. 


fery, 


——____ 


' the Heat of the; 
*EXt ordmary 


I ſhall not ſta 
vile, what a 


uſual Phgue, and (a 
means). an incurable 


paink 


A Diſcourſe 
.** there were flying bery Serpencd 
cc 1/aiah Mentions { 

Cc 4. I 4. 29. 
* ſaithof ſuch fly 
'* they were -R 
q: olour of Braſs : 
cc _— natural Colour 


Y to ſh 


ing Se 


ew what a 


J what a Un- 
5 to ordinary 
ONe, this of 


the 


OO men 


—— — 


4 Eneo\Serpenee; Tkereic,s, 


bitten by 


And * Abarbapel 


rPents, that 
eddiſh, after 


the: 
Ft thar were 
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be Fiery Serpents was ; which gave 
cures ccafion to the Ereftion. of the Bras 
banelþen Serpent, as a Figure of the 
- thathMſefiah to be lifted up upon the 
theCroſs. But if we refuſe ro look 
Vere to him and believe on him, if we 
Ad. do not receive healing Virtue and 
the Influence from him ; the more dread- 
and Ifal Puniſhment which we may ex- 
im Jpet, and the forer Vengeance that 
4- | we are to look for, is what this 
Ire Plague of Fiery Serperts did but ty- 
of. ! pify and repreſent. For the Pu- 
18. | minament of theſe Jews, is but an 
d | Emblem of a more fearful and fiery 
}Y 7? Indignation, againft thoſe who will 
= #7 not take warning, but temps Chriſt, 
- © as ſome of themalodid, and were 
deftroyed in the Wilderneſs. 

I'F ſeems an excellent Inſtance of 
the Wiſdom of the Divine Provi- 
dence, to order this Puniſhment of 
| the Ifraclites by Serpents, and: to 
; make way thereby for a Cure by 
! looking to the Brazen Serpent, This 
| was proper 60 rivet the lcaſe of the 


felt 


PeEnts 


4 _— Ya TIS Om ears % 
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firft Evil done to Mankind by t 
Devil, when the Serpent beguiled ou 
firſt Parents in Paradiſe ; and toprei 
ſerve or recover the Memory of it ;4* 
which we have no more reaſon to! 
take to be all Alegory, than: the fol-1 * 
lowing part of the Moſaick Hiltory,  - 
concerning the Iſraelites March 1n! 
the Wilderneſs, and their Puniſh»! 
ment here by Fiery Serpents. 
THE famous Origen, ſays St. Hie- * 
rom, turned Paradile ſo into an Al- : 
legory, that he took away the Truth * 
of the Story ; and: not only turned: : 
Adam out of the Garden, but the 
Garden out of Paradiſe. | 
IT might withal be of uſe to. 
rectify the Error of ſome of the 
Jews, derived from the Heathen. 
Idolaters, of the Gods appearing in 
the form of Serpents : For we read. | 
of the * Babylonians, that they wor- 


{ſhipped « great Dragon, a —_—_— | 
OT. 


2 


* Sce more Bocharti Opera, vol. 1. de Serpente 
Tenratore, p. 842. 
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Jof a Serpentine Kind : and that in 
{Egypt, and in Phexicaa, they facri- 
Sficed unto Dragens, and called them 
| c:yorbodteiauoras, their good Genimns's. 


Eſculapius, the God of the Phylici- 
ans, was worſhipped under the ſame 
Form: A Dragon is uſually annex'd 
to his Statue. The ſuperſtitious 


* Romans placed the Head of 2 Dra- 


! 2op at the Entrance into their 


' Houſes, imagining thereby to conci- 
{ Tiate the Favour of the Gods, And 


Alexander the Great is repreſented 


; | as begotten by a Serpent with his 


Mother. The like is feigned of the 


/ Birth of other Great Men amongſt 


the Gentiles. 
* IN the earlieſt Ages ( ſaith 
* Dr. Tenniſon) and inhabited 
* Countries of the World,the Crea- 
** tures on Earth principally reve- 
** renced were Oxen and Serpents. 
** Serpents were lately worſhipped 
* 1n America, as appears from Aco- 
* fla, and others. And of old they 
** were ſacred in Egypr, We ſee no 
* Table 


* Bures: þ 
'* Nerpy oft 
_ of their mi 
* the 
"* Quick and 
* new th 
* their Sk 

co 


eir Yo 


in: La 


cc 


pels miniftring 


LABran em. EA 


the $, eraphi 


Y Ve tO a preat Age, are of 
PIErCing Sight, and re. | 


uth 
[tly, b 


m (Or good An. 
In the World ) 


* had 


* Ciring Plonorins de Menss 


| 


ee de: 
Iſtaca, Þ. 23, 24. 
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1 had not appeared in ſome ſuch 
* Form, * it would be difficult to 
give an account of the Tempta- 
tion of 4deam and Eve, by a Dx- 
mon in the ſhape of a Serpent. 
That Serpent 1s rudicutoully pain- 
ted in the form of a creeping one 
before the Fall : It is impoflible 
to conceive our firſt Parents fo 
ſtupid, as to have entred 1nto a 
Dialogue with ſuch a: Creature, 
without any Aſtoniihment. Bur 
being uſed to the Shecinah of the 
off: © Logos, and to the Appearance of 
hat] © miniſtring Angels,ſhewingthem- 
ed } © ſelves in {ome ſuch winged torm, 
of * © it is ealy to conceive, 'upon that 
in | © Suppoſition, how they might en- 
e | *© tertain ſome familiar Diſcourſe 
e ' © with a Creature aſſuming that 
= }- © Tmape in a very ſpendid and 
| © plorious manner. The Text al- 
| * {ures us the Form 1s now changed 
© by God's Curſe, moſt probably 

* from 


[ cs 


* Dr. Tenmiſon, Ib, þ. 245+ 


cc 
cc 
os 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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-* from that of a ſplendid fiery $4- 
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raph, to that of a mean creeping 
Serpent, not moving aloft in the 


Air, but licking the Duſt, And a * 


part of the Puniſhment of Adam 
and Eve may confirm this. ; For 
it is ſaid, God guarded Paradiſe 
againſt them by a Cherub and 
a Flaming Sword, which was 
eſteem'd by the Jews a ſecond 
Angel; and may be aptly ima- 
gin'd a Saraph, or flaming Angel, 
10 the form of a fiery flying Ser- 
pent, whoſe Body vibrated in the 
Air with Luſtre, and may be fit- 
ly deſcribed by the Image of ſuch 
a Sword. Tertulian laith, that 


the Serpent from the beginning 


was one that ſacrilegiouſly uſurped 
the Divine Image. This ſoundeth 
as if the Devil in Serpentine» 
Form had repreſented part of the 


* Shecinah of the Logos, and that 


Eve conceived him to have been 
an Angel appertaining to his 
glorious Preſence, and a Miniſter 


1% of *- 


Ka. « * *% 
=- 
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Ci as They "e. And confider- 


of Tompring Chriſt. IF. 

4 of his Pleafure; and! yas 'Goltie 

«'fo#th Fro him! Þ51401f 9 
NOW 'the Puniſhment oF the 


' Jews by theſe fiery flying Serpents, 


may"be''a means/to revive the Me- 
nrgty of the Paradifical Serptnr, and 

0 prevent” or 'cureſuch Fincies' a- 
aig them, of rheir Divinity, a as 
the Heathens verrat de 


z by F 


_——_ —_—— » © 


_pd72 wo 


How 3 we may be guilty of 'the ihe 
"Sim, Explicitly and Dire&Hly, or 
© Inplith. Two-.. Inſtances a? «4 


' the former. 


BY TT proceed from-the Con- 
Aideration of ' their $53, hd 
Paniſbment, to enquire into the Na- 
ture*and Kinds of odr Toempring 
Chrif, ' how far we may now be 
guilty : That we' may not tempt 
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1 it A 

Crug oo radi 
Government: 0, the World, is: upon 
his 6 0 4 has the Father hath 


committed. 
2 Rane —t es 


every undug and: unnecellary Trial 
'- which we make of ay Trath, or 


| Power,-or Knowle y or Gree, or 


| or Providence, Or yr of God, 
;.1s a Tempting of unto 
whom we. are. ke aur Lord 
_ King, under whole immediate 

Do we all' are, ' and” by 
hl of'6ur* Chriſtianity” aVoOwW 
our ſelves to be. Therefore every 


dares. Knowdady, of the Meal, 
_ and aun Chriſtian Profeſſion}, we 

may: be guilty of, a more criminal 
tempiing of Chriſt than; ever the 
Jaws: Were, and with ajany: gfx 


Chrif. And by -reaſan off our | 


IN 


| 


rempting of God is a tempting of 


of Tempting. Chriſt, 7 
LN general, to. tempt God. or 
Chriſt, is to make «- needleſs gs 
duc Trial, or Tuquiry concerning his 
Artributes, or his Will.; what. God 
doth know, or can :do,. of wall da. 
And' this may bo ever namics 
as'the Language of our Hearts, anc 
Lives; or by'a more 4iref? - and. ex» 
plicit Tempting of him. The: For- 
mer is more-.commoen 4; but let me 
name two ſpecial.Ioftances of. the 
Latter As, . | own 97) 


FT. WHEN we demand; an/uns- 
neceſſary. Diſcovery of the, Divang 
Power, to. confirm and-. prove : thas 
whichis ſuificiently proved already. 


This is 4 diret$.explicit —_—_ 4 


Gaza: and- Chriſt... 'Fho- 


given the Jews ſufficient. Bvideoce.of 


his Power, in the: various Miracles 


which he wraughe for | them in 
£gypt, and inthe aftonifhing man- 
ner of. their. Idlaveratte; out: of ity 


and-afterwards at the Red Sea, and 


10- the — ;- yet-:we have 


\ Are6- 
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Fequent Toftahces of their Unbe- 
lief and'Murmur, doubting-of the 
Divine Power-upon'every Occaſion. 
*Can he furniſh a Table in the Wil- 
derneſs? Can he give Bread alſo, and 
provide"PFleſb ? 'Tho lie gave \Manna 
in the Morning, and Qwails in the 
Evening: and their Bread was mi- 
raculouily rained -down from Hea- 
ven; yet they queſtioned whether 
he can give Water'too.'' And ſome 


of the Jews tell us, the Manns had. 


the virtue to quench the Thirſt, as 
well 'as to fatisfy Hunger. And 
tho God had 'condeſcended, twice 
to give them Water out-of a Rock, 
as at Rephidim, and at Horeb; yet 
do "they demand another ' Proof of 
his Power and Preſence, viz. 4 Ta- 
ble furniſhed with: Fleſb. This was 
a dire&t termpring'of God. | 
 - THUS the Sctibes and Phariſees, 
after our Saviour had ſufficiently 
Y ad his Divine Commiſſion by 
BG ML 415 many 


— 


IE 0 


” * 4 
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--* Pal, 78, I7s fo V. 20s, 
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many. undeniable,,. Miracles; . they 
would. have him do-ſomme. new:Feat 
for their ſakes; i * Maſter; ſay they, 
we would f ain ſee. a'fien from Heaven, 
They would try, whether heicould 
do ſuch things, as the Prophet Elias 
did.  They-had ſcarce wiped their 
Eyes, ' ſiace -they ſaw-,a Sign. and 
a Miracle, , ſufficient i to. convince 
them ; but that is not enough, they 
would ſee another ; as- if he had 


was upon the Ay roſs, i 
come down ; that 1s, ihe he would 
give them «' Miracle. in their own 
way, and. of their own ; chuſing, 
then they. would believe. - 

IT is well known, that zbe Celle: | 
tion. of Miracles | 15. One © PTELENCE 0! e of * 

azlity in our Ape, thoa Very un» 
reaſonable one. ot. to mention 
the late Account of +. ſome Wonr 


© 3+ 194, 1.9818 


— 


" - gy 'F x 


* Mat, 8.11. & 16. 1; | 
T Viz. The Curt of the French Girl, ad of Mes. $6 


vage. | 
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ders of Providence that are matter 


of” Diſcourſe amongſt us at preſent, | 

(as'what i5'next- to Miracle at leaft ; 

for Þtoave theſe es on be furrher 
into, and re- 


confilered;, enquir 


feed upon, by thoſe that have 
Dpportunity, and Cepacity-for it.) 
The 'Pretence 15 nfreaforable, not 
to "believe the Scripture for want 
of »ore Miracles, when the New 
Teſtsment/ "and the Divine Com- 


m 


Hon of Chriſt, has been already 
eopfizined by many and Tufficient 
Sins att Wondors.' ' TtH therefore 
a' Fempting of God, :to Jemand/a 
further Difeovery of his Almighty 
Power, in this, and inevery Ape, 


to confirm thit' which was proved: 


(ONTnes 1 PoRee es. *And 
that the Time Doftrineot- the Gol- 
= was atteſted by Miracles for- 
nerly, wehave as great Aſſurance, 
a9the Nature of the thing is capa- 
ble'of :. And he 4s very unreaſonable 
who will deſire more Evidence, .or 
not-he..faticfied with.that.  But-our 


er 
Fn, 


Eo TT EY 0 WT ONS IN TOON 
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Lord has told ns, that, with moſt 


Meh that 'make this Objetion, it 
is meer 'Cavil':\ For” if they "will 


believe Moſes an Fhe Prophiti. Ag 


we may add upon the like ground, 
i they will not believe Chrift and his 
Hpaiies #fter the, Eviderice of {0 

ny Mitacks'; Riad would" they 
Rte, rho one. 
dead. (The! 
wire theſe 


ole, 0 all others, 
in are oft like'ro 


Eacles mentioned in he 
were done heforetheir Bye.” 


boph 7a, IS 4 direct ThHpiing: 96 a 
and Chriff to detnand 0 ra- 
ordinary Sine BRA 
atteſt hs Kindneſs, ' and prove \its 
Prefence, when 'he has ſufficiently 
done. it Alok? "When, gore 
Randi FR ANN that & Srv 
r298,” aha che BO ecd My we 
and 'dthets flave Had” of hls 


lity 10' them; we'muft have Toine | 


C 4 Extra- 


Il" riſe from the 


iy COTA" By a 


————— 


1 Diſeowſe ". 
| | Rataondinay 'Siga of bis Love 
| SAY Ir £0 FACQurage. us,; Or,WE 

alieve..; The, Jews inthe 
Wi. dg are. charged: with... this, 
"x04. 17-7... And. the place. was 
called Maſſeh, Temptation, as, a\Me- 
Joy, ot..it : 95, lt, was allo..called 
egh,.10 pon. the.account.of cheir 


gh viog,i and contendin; 
= ", They i A G7 whether 


od. was. among, them, unleſs he 
wowd: do; thus. apd thus, as the 
lg i; Aft her al th he Prog W ch 
Preſence, 

ob eg not pf eve it without [26 
ther Teſtimony, and Evidence in 
Hoo OWN . Way « DES to; doubr 
BY POP ah the.D Og al 
apd Preſence, afrer ugh * peculiar 
xperience, and Aerie as. he 
HofE WEE rhem, is P! aig] y to Tempt 
believe .no6,f Goa; faith 
fon Fialm ft Fg ON 4. pot. ins bis 
WV 


&v0n- 25 ha. be oftmanged 
Clouds from 4 /eMpl an ny the 


Hs of. Heaven... Ther ay hall, | 
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and believed. not forr his monderow: 
Works. They turned back; and temps 
ted God, and\ limited : the. Holy One: 
of Iſrael. : They Femembired/wpt-" hit: 
Hand, nor the; Day when hi-delrveret) 
them from the Enemy: Plat. 78. 22,2 
32, 41, 42. 

AFTER.;;this manner; : the Devil: 
tempted: Cheiſt'ita,, throw? bimiglf! 
down from the;Pinacle of: the Ten 
ple ;''* If thou: be the Sox: of Goll/ 
To- which our Sayjour' replies;; Jt; 
written, T hom fhalt, not tempt the: 
Lord thy -Goge Thais, ; Jramy 
« ſufficientlyſotisfied that God. :is: | 
* my, Father, I . aot. queſtion, big. \ 
«& Care. Over me, I am-latwfied- off | 
* his; gracious, Prefeace with me3 / 
woes need; No: fuck N6W- TI's Lot his! \ 
« Kindne/and:Love. i 11 nll bo 

IF at any time we are ingagedl: 
ia any ſpecial. Work:and,Puty, and: 
meet' with Oppoſizion'therein z:.hur) 
have the, Promiſe '-ofi Gag x9enr! 


C'5 -COUrRgE; 


-_— _— 


_* Matth, 4; 6: 


NT 
Us tO go on, and have the 
Experiene of his former Goodneſs 
| Power'\kn xdificulr- Cakes, as: | 
theſe: Jews: ha$:;"Por-us to difiruſ | 
- withoue""farther"' and mew. * 
as "of this! Favor}! is direftly* ro 
Tempt him. The Iſraelites "all 
ofeen imothisPeutr : the: they had * 
. feonhis Works of Power,” a62in di | 
of | the Sea; ſome: Works of |} 
Majeſty aneTerror, aximthe Thun-. | 
der and? Lightning, Fire, Smoke 
and: Barth the giving of | 
the Law ; forhe 4 his'Scverity"n- | 
ge Sid. as in drowning '6f: the 
#4; \in- the Putihwrent 'of 
Corubs Dathinand Abiren; and the 
ues'rhat *befel' themſelves ;' and 
1d alſo Experience of many Wotks 
of: Favour, Kindfels\and Grace, and 
of-awatchful Providence: for their- | 
conftant- ProteQion- and: Supply,. 
Guidafice- and'Condu@t; and Here-- 
by- hd. 'the' higheſt Security that: 
Giadiwould accomplih his Promiſes. 
tothe: They yet "— | 
and; 


8? 
*. 


' Af, ww CT Hay wal 


4 av Hates Kb 
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and doubrel after-all: They ſorne- 
times profeſſed their Faith #nd Con- 
fidence in'G6d; upon ſomenew Ap- 
pearzuce-of ſome-mighty Work of 
Providence'for their ſakes. - Upon 
ſuch ary 'Octaflor werreaPrit 35+ 
People feared the Lord, and believed 
the: Lord, and his Servant Moſes, 
Exod. 14. 38,7 But upan the next 
difficult Trial, they forgat the Kind-- 
Knee of Hepes, FRE, em aced 
their own Experience; they deſpi- 
ſed the. ithfulae} of God, which 
befott they acknowledged; und are 
ay guilty of Murmuring' and:_ 
THIS kind'of tempting of God' 
many amonplt us may be guilty on 


it a time (6f: Danger; 20ravonderfeal 
Deliverances from threatylh& Death; 
or other peculiar Favours of Divine 
Provideace,)'we will or” thertby 
bo led'to'Repetitance ' ar” O 
ence; to Truſt” mnd*+ Dependarmoey 
but overlook all that God a 
20 or 
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he will. £0 ſomewhat, _ As.if © 
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.' Thmptat «Gre. Some Juftan: | 
"1: Gkjoith this ruth. 
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tro ani oh m7 WO»; 139112-.1 EN; 

Second, HERE is an; Teriph 
> 10 11K high in 
: r" bis; 


Power; 
pe ra, 


mes 


| 4s Tins: \6f "Gale 
When we: Jicbelieve what. h6.hathi 
ſed- or: yhreatned; 'and-quelti- 
<a. bis, Fidelity. 10.:make: it. good. 

+ i This, | 


of Tempting\ Chriſt. f7 
This is contrary t0.the.Natur&and 
Qthice: of. Faith, .whole' Excellegcy, 
is is:t0 givg Glory to God, byybes 


_ | heving.in the, moſt difficult. Caſes, 


Maoy.. a+convinced \Signer, \ugder 


! the ſenſe of his former Guilt, whea 
| he ſees:the; Apggravations « of); his 


Folly; .and,,of bas Rebellion, does 
thus tempt: (God,: by; doubtugg.,of 
the, Truth 9f-!þis, Word: to;pardog 
and forgive jugh' Signers, as;he,. tha 
he.ſhould never ſo trulyand;unieig; 
nedly; Repeat) W:henens | God has 
expreſly. told us; *thas of te Widhed 


| forſake bis Way, cant the Unrightzous 


Man his Thoughts,' he:iwill multiply 
Pardons: And that therBlood of Chriſt 
aleatifetbifran allSpasc-.;| Many a mes 
lancholy; timerous Chriſian,under 
the; ſenſe of /theiriiawn |Weaknels, 
may likewiſe incur this Guilt) by, 


queſtioning: the Grace- of 'God! ta; 
enable..zghem.to. perſevere; by; rear: 
ſon! of the ..preſeat .Lempcations: 
they:;meet with,. or:thoſe. they ex- 
pect :- Tho. God: has..told: us,.-that; 


hits 


-lapeng<oa _ that | 
ho will wor" [affor ms ov a and of i | 
bave'\what we ate able} and: thas be | 
whb® bath Bagh \a'" gal Wok will © 
nhl on; ard perfert' "Pro rhe Dy 


of Ch | 

GOD ""_ expreſly pobinifal to } 
;the ' Jews into the” Tiagd 'of 
Candi; bur their: Joutnephad beet 
log! and! tedious,” they were dif 
eouraped becuule! '6f: the Way, they 
ware foundet'd' in; their: Patietice, 
zad eonhd wot May Got Feifiire:; 
andYfitrefore queſtioned his'Wword 
of «Promiſe ;- and fo rhdy "eempred 
hitm-concerning his Tram 

BUT xis mort common torempt 
hits with: reſpe@* 40 che Truch:-of 
his Thiratnings: - - A8if' he were 
aoereatved tofulfl his Word againfs 
choſe” who are finally Impenicenty 
ad Unbelieving.” The he bath 
rol us;) That be that mad them woll 
with fe #hews no- Mercy * And that 
rhe” Withedfoull be rarned into Hell, 
Hh 4H of every Nation that - con- 


tinue 


| thxxetoforger Gull: Anditiat:Ch 

| ſhall be revealed from Heaven in 

j _— Fire, to'\rendet Vengedtev' 36 40 
rhe t 


| Let the Counſit of the heyy One 


of Thmpehyy Chriſt 55 


but know #0t God, until ebiy #0t' 


' the Gul: Yet | Sinnerv believe "it! 
| not, they wilbventure to: ae me 
; will become of the Threatning 
' By a like Prcfurpprion with'th 


Ha 5.10% Let | him make haſte, 
Laften his Work, that we may ſeri ## 


Hracl, avud his threarned Venptance 
_— nigh and 00m thatwe may hwow 


""THs: firſt linpoſture; by which 
the Devil retmpted and allared our 
firſt Parents, was of this: fand ;;. 
Te ſball not '[wrely: die. + As the; 
rhreatring of Divine Wrath againſt 
obſtinate and 'incorripible 'Sithers, 
had more of: Terror ifi it,” thafn' of 
Trath ; andithat Men ſhould never 
be called: roam Account: hereafrer/ 
for! what they ido 4n* this World: 
atJeaſt ſhould never be-conderhned: 
/Wicoaal Torrents, —— 
and: 
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—NYENEE:: 3 AU +God 'would be more! tl 


Wnt np} fag Js Fhwos toings can 1] 
3 let f j bath told. us, how! V 
i : 1 ball: reach, and toil } 

whom,-:an 


Pavtence: is' concluded - at fartheſt: 
wahithe:Day of; out:;Drath,; Bur | - 
thus tapre/uneagainit expreſs geriP:4 
ture,,\that. there: {hallbe mY Judg - 
ment,Dandizo Fell, or that; it ſhall 
notyde. Erernch,, when IC-.15. 4S- CXx- 
Rielly daid that.:che: Wicked. ſhall go 
avayinto Everlaſting Puniſhment, 4s. 
the; Righteous into Life Erepnal;; this 
s,tof\Fempt God with reſpeR -to: 
his Truth. Mea-1n the: Vigor of 
thejri$trength,, whea'their 'Spirics 
arg pflarted (with Wine, ;and:their 
Hearts: hardened -- by! -Atheiſtical 
Company and Diſcourſe, may-dare: 
to..talk 'thus prefumpruouſly ;..bur 
ws /find-the ſame Perſons, 0n a-fick 
Beg;., when: they approach; t9-the 
other World, 'and; apprehend: they. 
aan! ſay; no; lopger a0; this, have. 
63-8 'COMMONe+- - 
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*that:the: Day-of his! c 


nord thele [things 


can 
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41x 
commonly other -Apprehenſions of 


of Temptmig Chriſt. 


their-:Hearts fink, 
their; Gourage fails: them;::and they 
would. rather:[dic the'/ Death:.of* the 
Righteoms, however they formerly 
derided the Oy: of their Life. 


ft; 


Bye" Y, -VIL 


| of Tonpting God, and Chriſt, with 
[+ Yeſpect + to. the. Divine TONts 
Fi Jagd Inftances... 


.S to the Power of Gol. we 

may, be.ſaid; to Tempt 
him #wo ways, +3. When we: ques 
ſtioa the Sufficiency, of his, Pawer 
to make good his Word,, 2. When 
we. limit and.conhne Jit, to: becex- 
erciſed Fo diſcoyered. in our pw 


$0209 SP RanPen }o-Q6 191 
WHEN.,.we qaakiien 3 the 
{RY God to accompliſh his 


Hrak 


Word, by reaſon of ſome Difficul- 


.,tics 


42 2 Djfeowſe 
. ties that are inthe way, In thi 
reſpet the Jews tempted God, a 
ke had promiſed 'toi/brin them un il 
to. Cara: When the' Spies, whol ;! 
returned from wiewmng, the 'Land,) x 
and gave them an account of the} y 
Giants and the Sons of Anak that! t 
were there, and the eeming Im-1 « 


poſſibility *:of conquerigg it ; they | 
were quite 'diſheartened. Thus, 
fays oar. Saviour, did he Seddures | 


rgbour the Poſſibility of F.che Re- | 
ſu ection of the Rody, not. knowing | 
the Scriptare;” nor the Phwer of God. 
_ we have very ſtrange Thoughts 
of/ Almighty Power, if we do not 
believe, and'-prent that” itkcap do | 
muphomofe than we art tble'toap- : 
prohead diltinRly, wfrer what Ahrl | 
ner n can be Jone. | 
2, NH EN>we #mir and ronfine 
the Power of God} '88/ tothe trian- 
ner and ſeaſon of 1s Mayifeſtarior. 
Phe ſ ponders charged with this 


"Tempting 


Jn a 


" CET © 2 
TT 


| 
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**/Numb, 14. + Mat. 22. 29. 


of Tempting Chriſt. a3 
JTempting -God, and [imiting the 
Holy One of Iſrael. - At one time 
the Mennes doth not pleaſe them; 
f they muſt have Pleſb, and then they 
muſt have Þ/ater : They muft have 
what they had a Miad to, and in 


Math their own Method, or they queſti- 
M-J on whether 'God could dv this-or 


! that. To this' purpoſe 40 many 

diftruſt God, when he doth not an- 
; ſwer therr Prayers, and-grant their 
; Defires, at that time, of 1 #hat 
| war, When they expeCt it : They 


- | willwwait on'the Lor# no longer, if 


! he do not deliver and'fave-them, 
; either by ſuch Inftruments, -or 4n 
' fuch a Method, as they have:con- 


| trived and-<carved for themſelves.” / 


| MANY Inſtances might” be 
| named of 2 ſinful Iimiting the Power- 


|] of Gol. One, among others, is that 


of ra exls to Heaven, expecti 
that Cas his CE rows 
dence 'ſhonld 'interpoſe to the De- 
crlion'of doubtful Caſes. And'this: 
Men do, in the uſe. of {ach things, 


unto 


4% 4 Diſcowſe 
* unto. which ſome notable EffeAyg" 
are aſcribedz. which they were ne 
ver inabled'or appotnted, by Nature F 
or Divine: Inſtitution, to {produce :Þ} P 
As when. a Perſon was indicted upsl ® 
en Suſpicion, or for a Fault- thas| © 
was- ſecretly -committed,-.or.- upon 
the Teſtimony. but: of one Witneſs, | 
he was. to purge himſelf by Ordeal 
Fire or Water ; that is, to put him-' 
ſelf upon God, and Appeal to him. 

THIS was allowed by ſome of ! 
the: Laws of; Charles the Great, and | 
was, 4 frequent. uſe -in this Nation * 
1n;.the , Seaxoxs- time... Many In- | 
Rances in the  winth and tenth 
Century may be given of this, as a 
common Practice 'in. the: Chriſtian | 
W orld::: when there; was not ſufh- ? 
cieat:Evidence of a Man's Guilt, to ! 
put-bim on ſuch Extraordinary Tri- * 
als, expeQing. ſome miracylous Ap- 
pearance vf.God, to vindicate bis In» 
nocence, or concludeagain(tit.. In 
ſuch/doubtful Caſes yr aid, they | 
would. go ad. Tudiciam. Det, they | 
_—_ /  would- 


of Tempting Chriſt. ay 
A would appeal-to  Heaven.' Many 
ways they :had of this, ,in-different 
Forms, and ſeveral-Ceremonies, and 
ce :{ particular Prayers, with - Faſting 
and : Adjurations in the/Name ef 
hat] God, »to 2the.. particular.;Element:; 
on | various according 'ta-the Quality of 
{, | the Perſon, whether @ Freeman, or 
2411 «Slave; that is, one of a mean and 
1. | baſe' Condition ; the former was to 
be tried by *. Fire,-and the latter by 
of | Water, hot or cold. | 
id BUT what Ground have we. to 
n 1 think, +that if Men are Innocent, 
1. | the Power of God. will.this way 
h 
a 
1 
) 


preferve:them ; or if they be 'Gazlty, 
_ | that he 'will leave them to:ſuffer by 

! it? It is true, he appointed under 
the Law a Draught of. bitter Wa- 
ters for the Woman ſuſpected of. 4- 
dultery, to diſcover her. 'Innocency, 
or Guilt ; this was peculiarly enaQted 


by 


: * See Spelman's Gloſlary, þ. 435, 435. N. Ba- 
5 cor's Hiſtory of the Laws of England, firſt Part, p. 
$$, 56. Dugdale's Origines Judiciales, p. 86, 87: 
Coke's g Repl. 32, Glanvil, p. 114« 


46 A Difcourſe 
"by God. himfelf, who doubtleſs . 
would affiflt ſuch Extraordinaryſis 
Procedure, as-was. of his: own: Ins 
ſtitution, But it 1s-not for us: te 
uſe fuch Methods -of 'our own des 
viſing, and expe@&the like Succeſs; 
* PHILIP de Conners tells: us © 
two Franciſcen Friers at Florente; 
who offer'd themſelves: to the Fire 
to prove Srvonarels to be a Heres 
tick; \ But a certain'Jacobine offer'd 
himſelf to the Fire, toiprove tharSi 
wonerole had: true Revelations, and 
was- no: Heretick. In: the . mean 
time Savonardls preacly'd; and made 
no: fuel confident! Offer : nor -durſt 
he venture at that new kind of Fire 
'Ordeal. But: if all four had! paſt 
through the Fire,. and died in the 
Flames, what would char” have ' 
proved? Had he been an-Hererick, | 
or no- Heretick,, the more or: the ! 
tefs for the Confidence of two or } 

three Zealots ? 
 'FHEY 
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* Lib. 8, Chap-rs. 


of Tempring Chriſt. 47 
le THEY whoarewell eftzbliſhed 
ary in- the Belief of the-furure Judg- 
_ will be. :eafily ſatisfied; that 
Nh e ought: not” to- expect that: God 
des ſhould oblige himſelf to t0 declare. one 
SJ) way or othev:in-ſach Caſes, * + 

off  ET-is not unlikely vhat che-Pra- 
ce; | Aice:of Dueling came in pon this 


4 


rej bottom; for the Trials by- ſingle 
ej Combat: and Battel, are founded' oo 
dj the like Superſtition, and Folly of 
i 


People, thus tothe Judg- 
d | ment of roy rams, Caſes 1 man 
e 


n Extraordinary Manner. 
| EFT has» formerly been frequent 
2m0ng- the * Northern Nations; 
when the Right of Titles, or or 
Lands was difficult, thus by lege, 
Jooglo Combats, toi decide it:: Or 
ewe a | Perſon- accuſed; did: abſo- 
emp what the'A rem 
| as, charged other" Proof on either 
| fide could be produced: —_ 


t 
( 
t 
C 
© | 


: 
F- * See Se 1968; Trhphel Mice, Pare. ily 
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afien che Profeſſion of Chriſtian] ityl.; 
among, the Gothi; and! thoſe Kingſ, 
doms oerefted by chem,: this Practice, 
continued. : But upon: the:' farther 
Propreſ3.of Learning and CivilicyK; 
when this;'copld-be::no>looger ap4,, 
proved 3; it:ifpade:way: for: \*-privatehh 
Duels, and; for the Lie being a-juſth, 
Gronnd, of /; fighting in Poznt offer 
Honour, becaule 'jt: had .been- ſo: i 
Paint; of Law, during the-barba=k, 
rons; Ages;.; But: 1t-were: ſhamefulh,, 
it ſhould bs {ſo:elteemed amongſt usþ 
Chriſtians. The Example of Charles 
the. Fifth, and Prancis the. Firſt of i 
France. "gays  it-mach Encourage- 
ment; and: much of the beſt Blood {7 
in Chriſtendom bas been ſpilt after | 
this manger, eſpecially in« France, 
during; ſeveral, Reigns, tl by..the 
jult :S nity-, + og bing French | 

#ng (how unjuſt foever: in other | 
| things). -this| Cuſtom is in great © 
meaſure extinguiſhed there. 

SOME 


| * Sce Biſhop Hal, Epi, Dec. ſions 
Uſe of fingle Combats : The Daxgrr and Sinjs 


JT of Tanaſe 4p 
ity T JOME! þave expected the: like 
NgSuccels, :upon receiving - the. Sacra- 
tid.» of the Lord's Supper. Among 
1Jome of the Romaniſts, if any thing 
vere ftoten in a Monaſtery, where 
aPÞne of the. Houle muſt have been 
«/eFhe Thicf,-and all denied it ; they 
ulFrere all to receive. the Sacrament, 
Olknd theſe words \ were pronounced, 
Corpus Domini noſtri fit tibi ad Pro- 
Þationem, Let the Body of our Lord 
be. thy Trial. There ate many. 0- 
hers, who will take the Sacrament 
pon. their. Aſſeveration of ' {uch; or 
ueh-athing, to, aſcertain the Truth 
"Of it; as if what they:had ſaid; or 
worn, - muſt needs+be true, in caſe 
T poevil Effe& did viſibly follow up- 
2ntheir taking the Sacrament. _ But 
theſe, 'and other ſuch Uſes of, that 
Divine Inſtitution;are'a bold Temp- 
tiog of God. It is deſigned” and' 
appointed, to commemorate the | 
, Weath, of ' Chriſt-till he come, not | 
O diſcover Thieves or Liars 3'QOr to 
; Fattain other Civil \ for which, | 
| it 


56 FF DjfeajrſT \ 
it'bath dice fpenerly bſeW]/a6. is 


yet: required: Het oe ts of the 
World. Ta. TH 0 
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Thirdly "HERE is Another 
Inſtance of Temp-J 


ring God ind Chriſt, viz with re) 
: Andi this we! 
"evaral ways!) 


ſpiitito his: 
may ' be | guilty'''o 


Partly by advenituring to ſin. is ſe-) 


cret, when we- ate concealed from! 
the Knowledg and: Notice of our 
Fellow-Creatures.\ '-We' ' do \in} 
efte& ſayy' - Can-he behold: me! 


* when the Door' is ſhut ? Can his 
& Eye" pierce the thick _Cloud'? 
Thius. we'termpt'him'as to his Kows 
ledg, and *Owniſcience; whether hs 


Eat! diſcern, usz: yd- make oue' Sid 
31 Fa to 


_ 


of Tempting \Chriſt, 5h 
to: find us out. Partly by pretend- 
ing to ask Counſel of God, .when 
vj we are reſolved already in our own 
14 Minds what to do. After Vows, 
7} to make Inquiry, and after) being 
1{'F reſolved to ask Advice, 14a Mockery 

| and an Aﬀront, and. « Tempting of 
5 God, as if he did not know the Purs 

poles of our Heart, 

| - BUT there- 1s 4. more. pain 
114 Femptiog, of him: in; reſpect of hw 
er} Kponledg, by Hypocrify ta Divine 
p4 Worſhip: by drawing nigh-to him 
2-1 with our Bodies inthe Solemanities 
ve; of Religzon: by appearing ina wor-= 
75/4 ſhipping Poſture before- himy and 
e-4 taking his Name withia our: Lips, 
my while our | Hearts are not ingageds 
urj Hereby we Temps, God, and would 
my make a bold Trial whether he-can 
diftinguifh between Subftance and 
| Shadow, Reality and Appearance; 
between the Worſhip of the Heart, 
and the Complemeat of - the. out» 
ward Man, between a dead Car- 
caſs and a living Sacrifice. 
D 2 IN 
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TN” ſhort, we Tempt God as to 
his Xowlede, by the ſecret Indul- 
gence of any Wickedneſs, under the 
Pretence and Profefſion of Religion. 
This Charge is given againſt the 
Wife of Ananias, As 5.9. that 
ſhe tempted God, and lied unto the 
Holy Gho# ; becauſe ſhe and. her 
Husband kept back part of the Price 
of their” Poſſeſſion, when they pre- 
tended to bring the whole: And ſo 

* diſcovered a covetous Mind, and 
the prevailing Love of this World ; 
while they- kept up the Profeſſion 
of - Religion, and would maintain 
the Reputation of being zealqus, 
and forward Diſciples. Every Hy- 
poerite, who does compals God about 
with Lies,” and'Iives'in the Allow- 
ance of any-ſecret Luſt, under the 
colour of Religion, does thus'Tempr 


God, and/Chriſt as to his Kowledg. 
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Of Tempting God, and Chriſt with 
reſpeft to his Providence, im 
ſeveral Inſtances. 


Fourthly. \ NOFHER Inſtance 

of a criminal Temp- 
ting of God, is with reſpeC to his 
Providence, All Power and Autho- 
rity being now in the Hands. of 
Chriſt, we may tempt him' in this 
Particular, either, 

1. BY diſtruſting his Care, Pro- 
tetion, and Aſiiſtance,, when we 
have ſufficient Ground for our De- 
pendance, and. Confidence that. he 
will not fail us. While we keep in 
the way of our Duty, he has pro- 
miſed to be with us, and never to 
forſake us. Now tho the ordinary 
way of Relief for the preſent be 
not in view,. it is to tempt God, zo 

D'3 aiſtruſt 
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54 - 4 Diſcouſe 
Mifpruf him ; as if our Hope were} « 
periſhed, and he had forgotten us. | 1 
It is true, tm ſome Cafes we may} | 
not poſitively conclude either way, 
bur fay with David, Let the Lord 
do what ſeemeth him good : But in 
others, we ſhould truſt him for the 
particular Mercy, when all Means 
leem to fail in an ordinary way : 
As when Mercies are exprefly, and 
particularly promiſed, as a Son was 
to Abrahams, and the Kingdom un- 
to David, The lke when God 
leads us into Straits by ingaging 
ws 19 his Service ; as when Iſrae/ 
followed him in zhe een, in 

. order to the Poſſeſſion of the pro- 
wmiſed Land. When they had no 
Water to drink, nor Food to ear, 
and ſo no poſſibility of Supply in 
the Wilderneſs, they ought poſitive- 
ly to have expetted Supplies from 
God, inan extraordinary way: And | 
it is reckoned as their Sin, that they | 
&1d 08 believe. Thus when Chriſt 

was kd by the Spirit into the W1l- 

A OR | derneſs, - 
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of Tamphig Chriſt. 55 
dernefs, -and-therei.was 'no Bread 
there 'to ſatisfy :his /Hunger, he; re- 
fuſes: ito work a Miracle for his 
Supply, and :lcans upon an; Extra- 
ordinary! Proyidence:*, \ 

- 1. MOREOVER; when the wax 
we want! are common and univerſal 
Bleſſings,” and fuch without which 
we; cannot. :\ub{ft,, Such Supplies 
from Providence we.muſt politively 
expect, tho--we {ce not; the way, 
wihence' they: ſhonld. 'ariſe” to us; 
hecanſe God 15 ingaged to;preſerve 
his Creatures. in. their ſeveral. Sta- 
tions;  to-tlotht: the Grals ' of. the 
Field; and to: feedi the Birds of the 
Air, '&c. | Shall He not much more 
clathe you, O ye of title Faith ? 
Hence the + Prophet - Hibekkuk re- 
ſolves upon a-rejoicing-Confidence 
in God, when neither- Field; nor 
Tree, nor Flock [could yield 'any 
Relief in. an ordinary way. The 
ul 11d Dogs t ike 
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. Hedley: be ſing, aka God-1s em} © 
nently. ingaged 'for our Help, bel x 
eauſe his Honour hes at ſtake inthatl t 
very. mitter;'{o- that - whether: lig ! 
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will help or. no, or' whether he 4 
able, is become” the Controverſy,” up 
on which Religion in its Truth, 
the Honour of God, is to. be el 
Tnſuch a Cafe, we are:ingaged to a| 
certain Belief of Help: ':- Phe. three 
Children upon this Ground, did not 
only aſſert that God was able to des 
hver them, but that he would: de+! 
liver thera, that the Fireſhould not 
birnithem. On the like» Ground 
Chriſt. rebukes his Diſciples for Un» 
belief,” ir their Fears of Shipwrack | 
i098 @ grear Storm, becauſe he was with | 
+hew;- and conſequently at hadiun- : 
avvidably 'contradifted his'Defſign, | 
and refletted upon his 'Horiour, 'if | 
'he had" ſuffered: hi Diſciples at that ; 
time tro be drowned; [But,, -- *! 
2. WE Tempt.him as to bis | 
Providence. we 5. roger .to..truit 


# + "_ Y 


.orgi bs 


of Tempting' Cbriff, = 59+ © 
ordinary Means, which he hath'ap- | 


d pointed, and may be had. Thus 


the Devil would have Chri/# to caſt 


"lis himſelf down from the Pinacle of 


the Temple, when there was an 
ealy way of going down ſafely by 
the Stairs and Steps. We may ex- 
pect God's Bleſſing upon our Dili- 
gence, 1n the uſe of lawful Means, 
but muſt not pretend to truſt him 
with the negle& of what is in our 
Power to be done. We mult not 
look that Water ſhould: be fetched 
out of a Rock for us by race, 
when there is hope we: may -find a |; 
Spring, if we will but dig for:it;-) 
er that  we.' ſhould be-able to ſwim || 
croſs an Arm of the Sea, when we- | 
may have a Veſſel: to-tranfport us. / 
We muſt not look for. Bread-trom | 
Heaven,.as the Iſraelites: had ' it, if i 
the Ground will bear Corn;; and:we 
will not plough or ſow. - Ir. 1s £0: 
Tempt God, to expect Recovery. 
fron. Sickneſs,. without the uſe 'of 


Means, when they. may;-be/had ;. 


> > or: 
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 / or Stifiplies of Poverty, without 

% j Diligence-to ſeek Relief; or Deli- 

* {| verance in Danger, if we ſit till 

| and will do nothing that is within 

| our reach. When'our Lord was in 
the Wilderneſs, and Proviſion could 
| # not be had for the Multitude that 
followed him;; he then made uſe of  } 
his Almighty Power to multiply a |} 
tew Loaves, and two or three little | 

Fiſhes, into ſufficient Proviſions for | 

thouſands: But at other times, when | 

he was near a Town, we find that | 
hr. fent his Diſciples to buy Food, | 

Joh. 4. Toexpect the End, with- | 

outufing the Means that are with- | 

m-our Power, is a Tempting 'of 

Ged. 

BUT it'ts more common in Spi- 

/ Tituab and Religious Matters, than 
:1n.Giviland Temporal Ones. - How 
2many: do' hope tor Divine Accep- 
'rance;' without fearing God,' and 
\'working Righteouſneſs; / and that 
'chey! ſhall: die rhe - Death of 'the | 
: Righteous, 'tho*rthey continue. 'dll 
1 ah their 
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When we. are di 


when:the Station he has. put us in, 
and the Proviſion he has made for us, 
doth not content and pleaſe us ; tho 
it may be we have fuch Fruits of his 
Wiſdom, Care-and-Love, as to theſe 
things, that many of our Betters 
have not. Herein did the-1/raelites 
fia in the Wilderneſs : This Diſfa- 
tisfattion occaſioned all their- Mur- 
murings, and Complaints; upon 


the . account, whereof they. are o / 


often {aid' to Tempt God, and to pro» 
voke him. | 

4: FT 1s 4 tempting.of God as 
to his Proviaence, when we venture 
upon Unneceſſary, Avoidable Dan- 
gers, and expect. that God ſhould 
interpole to preſerve..us. He that 
will give his Angels charge to pre- 
ſerve us, while we keep in his way, 
hath 
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thein Days: to: be: Workers. of Ini- | 
-quity:? «3 29 n9fy | 
3, WHEN. we repine, and mur--/ 
mur at his Diſpoſal of. us and ours. | 
tisked with: our | 
State-and Condition'in the World; * 


| 
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'bo +4 Diſcourſe - 
hath not-promiſed to! bring us' off \ 
in Safety when we expoſe ourſelves} - 
'to Danger, ' without his Warrant, 
- 'Fhus our Ford replies to Satan, that 
it is 'to Tempt God for any one 'to 
fall from the Pinacle of the Temple, 
m—- a-falfe Aſfiirance,” that the 

Angels would be at hand'to prevent 
his Danger. 

MANY. have paid dear for ther 
Preſurnption in this'reſpe&, and too 
ate bethought themſelves, Where 
was my Call? What did T here? 
-What a raſh Adventure did T make? 
-$t. Pant would not have: had rhe 
'Eenturion' put 'to Sea” in ſtormy - 
Weather; and'it coft them-the lofs 
of'all that they had; but their Lives, 
that they did not hearken to him:: 
+ much was God Gifpleaſed with 
ſuch bold/adventurous Enterprizes. 
"#* wife Mais feareth, and- departeth 
from evil, (laith Solomon) but a Fool 
rageth: bad: # confident : Prov. 14.16, 
W hen David had raſhly ſeat three of 
his Cupralos to feteh: tim Water 
| trom: 
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\fromm the Well"of Berhlehemi'by the 
"Gate, 'with the extreme hazary of 
their Lives; as 'foon as he refle&s, 
his'Heart fmote him, - and'he would 
-niot'drink it, ſaying, * Is not this the 
Blood of the Men, that went in Jeo- 
parly of their Lives * God' com- 
manded rhe Leper ſhould dwellalone 
without the Camp, and that no 
clean Perſon ſhould come near him, 
Becauſe of the Contagion. Thiey 
who are i». Health, are not obltged 
to- accompany with rhe Sick in in- 
feQtious Diſeaſes, unleſs to give them 
necefſary Succour in a. Sptritual or 
Temporal' Way, and* therein - we 

may expe& Divine Preſervation. 
I'T is obſervable, that, when the 
Plague was great in 1/rael, David: 
would not go up to offer Sacrifice 
at Gibeon, where was the: Taber- 
nacle of the-Lord that Moſes had 
made in the Wilderneſs, and the 
Altar of Barnt-Offering, becauſe ht 
WAS: 


— 
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we afraid of the Sword of the Angel 


"of the. Lord, that is, of, the Pefti- 
lence, 1 Chron. 21. 30. And the 
Apolile /Paul, tho he deſired: tobe 
diſſolved, and to. be with Chriſt,; 
yer-wheo, bis. Life. was ſought after, 
he fled away..trom.- his | un 


becauſe he would. not. Tempt the | - 


Providence of God. 
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SECT. X.. 


kT is a Tempting , of Proyidence, 

»1,ta mſe unlawful, 'or ſuſpected 
Means to accompliſh our Defares, 
or ſupply our Wants. 


Fifthly. .Þ Tis another Inſtance of 

\ 1 : tempting God as to 
his Providexce, 'when we make uſe 
of -uolawful or. ſuſpeted Methods 
to.accompliſh that which we deſire. 
Many {ck People, by reaſon of Im- 
-. Paticgce 
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patience under Pain, .from the Fear 
of Death, or over-eager Deſires of-a 
ſpeedy Recovery, will. venture- to 
make uſe of ſuch things in order to 
it, as have no natural Virtue -or 
Influence towards ſuch an-EffeR,; 
As the pronouncing of ſach or ſuch 
hard words, to charm away the 
Diſeaſe, the carrying ſuch or ſuch 
things about them, uſing Taliſme- 
nical Figures, &c. and: many other 
| ſuch Methods, whereof no tolerable 
' Account can be given, but that the 
Effet, when there is any, muſt/ 
proceed from a very ill Cauſe, or/ 
what we have reaſon-to ſuſpeQ'to 
be fo. | | 
I could mention Inſtances of fad 
EffeRs of uſing ſuch Methods of 
Cure : Among others there, is one 
* printed, of a Gentlewoman- ha- 
ving an Ague, a Beggar gave her 
a Charm to hang about her mor, 
7 bi 
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* By my RefpcRed Friend Mr, 7. M,” Letters 
to a dick Friend, 8*, Letter 15, 
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Bid her' not read it, but when- ſhel 4 
was cured, buifo ir. The Miniſter] 4 
of the Pariſh (being a ſober, learn- 
ed, and* pious Conformable Divine) 
eame caſnally to viſit her : Shertel- 
ligg liim'”the Medicine, -and the 
Cure'which had attended it, threw 
i into the Fire in his Preſence ; but 
he catching it, read'it; the words 
were,” Ague, farewel, till you and I 
meet in Hell. Upon' hearing of ! 
which ſhe fell into her Ague again, | 
with greater Violence than ever; | 
and alſo into a deep Melancholy, 
which occafion'd”herito'lay violent 
Hands. on her ſelf. 

_ THE like may be ſaid for. Amw- 
t#ts, and things uſed to preſerve 
from InfeQtion- in a time of Peſti- 
tepce, of for Security of Mens Per- 
fons/ina time of War ; or of Herbs 
and Plants to preſerve from Witch- 
_ crafts, 'and- Power of Evil Spirits. 
Such things, I mean, which can 
-have no natural Efficacy to produce 

the deiired. Ef:&;. as Charms, and 

| ' Spells,, 


OF See Dr. Towrrſon'gn the Eirſt:( 
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Spells, and"Magjcal» Arts, and! many 
infgnthcant Forms of Words, with 
their ſeveral Modes and Manners of 
Pronunciation, uſed to! avert'Evils 
from themſelves; or their Subſtance, 
their; Frums, ©: . which many, a- 


mongſt the * Rowmanifts, 'do com- 


ſhew-of Devotion. | 5 lions 
1 /FHESE things1are. ;granted! by 
all:to: have no natural 'Aptitude for 
theſe Effets; and therefore mult 


monly - make uſe of, with great 


; | receive their Force, either from 


God, or from the'UV/er, orifrom the 
Devil, | Not from'[ God; for there 
s-no'Divine Revelation on: ; which 
to bottom-ſuch a Faith, which the 
Apoſtles. had .jn the-Miracles they 
wrought. ,. If we: expe at; either 
from'6ur;Selves,. or from:the.Devil; 


1t-is'to give the Glory that is 'due to 
| God, 


7 ! : 
* : 
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Pare'8,, And Mr. I«cr, Mather's,, 
of Ttuftrioue Providtners, 8®: Chap, 
and 264, 284. at large, 


for recor 10g 
: Þ. 248, 254+. 


va, n0queſtion, is pre-| * 


own Rites: 


eans for + 
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*elvgſhey are chargeable with this Guilt, 
| Withecauſe the Succeſs cannot reaſona- 
'Kiriply be expetted from any other, but 
Satan, Eſpecially if we will con- 
Ts Finve in ſuch a Practice, after the 
maſexpreſs Cautions given. by God a- 
1weganſt the uſe of ſuch things, and 
Aoſhis Deteftation of them, declared 
blytby caſting out the * Nations that 
1rgpoſſefſed the Land of Canaan, be- 
nes} fore the Iſraelites, upon this very 


Account. 
Cl *Levit. 19. & 20. 6, 23. & Deut. 18. 10z11,12. 
ie 
i _ 
G SECT. XI. 


future Determinations of Divine 


y | 
*| Of laying Wagers concerning the 
| Providence. 
MIGHT under this 
Head, add - a'. modern 
Inſtance of Tempting the Providence 
of God, or that which I think & * 
| very 


Sixthly, 
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to lay conliderable Wazers, and make 
a Trade. of it. lIikewiſe, upon the 
future /Determinations of Provt 
dence, about' the Succeſs of Fleets, 
and Armies, &c. Whether ſuch or 
ſuch a belieged Town ſhall be taken, 
and delivered up upon ſuch a Day 
or no. I would fain ask what Di- 
reCtion there is from the Word of 
God, or- what Example of holy 
Men in Scripture, or in former 
Apes, to countenance this Practice. 
W hat Encouragement have Men to 
pray for the Bleffing of Heaven eve- 
ry Morning, upon ſuch new Me- 
thods of getting Money ? If you 
pray. for Succeſs in theſe Wagers, 
you muſt ſometimes contradict ano- 
ther part of your own Prayers, for 
the Progreſs of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, and the Welfare of England; 
and it you wage one with another, 
God-cannot hear one 'of you, with- 
Nutdenying the other, who Jays on 
the other ſide. It: Men loſe an 


Eſtate, 


very bold Trifling with it ; for Men 


- 
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Eſtate, or bring themſelves and Fa- 
milies to Poverty - or Straits, - by 
ſuch Methods as theſe ; they will be 
apt to have many uneaſy Thoughts 
about it, and hardly. will 'be able to 
ſay with Job, It was the Lord who 
gave, and who hath taken away, Bleſſed 
be his Holy Name. 

BESIDES that, it argues fome- 
thing in the Temper of Mens Minds, 
that is worſe than the 'thing it- ſelf, 
viz, the want of a due Concern a- 
bout the Publick Afﬀairs of Europe, 
and of what God is. doing in the 
World. - But it not only diſcovers 
an ill Temper of Mind, but has a 
very great Influence to. make it 
worſe. As has been obſerved of 
ſeveral who have fallen into this 
new way of Trade. 

SOME ſuch RefleQtions, it may 
be, would reach unto other doubtful 
ways of Trade in this City. But I 
pretend not to underſtand Matters 
of Trade ſufficiently, ſo as to give 
a poſitive Opinion in theſe Aﬀairs ; 
but 
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but earneftly deſire you would res 
member, and! confider this, That;] 
in doubtful Cafes, the ſafeſt fide is to|* 
be choſen. And thus for Tempting 
God as to-his Exteryal Providence. 
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SECT. XIE 


Of Tempting Chriſt, with , reſpect 
to his Inward Grace, and the 
Affiſtance of the Holy Spirt : 

Eſpecially by bold venturmg upon 

- » Temptation, and the Occafions 


of Sim | 


veventhly. NOTHER way -of 
Tempting/God;and 
Chriſt, is with reſpe& ro his inward 


Grace and Aſſiſtance. Either, 

1. WHEN we are not ſatisfied 
with the ordinary Influence-of the 
Spixit' of Grace, in the Duties of 
Religion 5 but are diſquiered' ahd 
per= 


perplexed;'if we-have not ſuch ex-! 
traordinary Tranſports, - and - Aſſu- 
rances, and: Manifeſtations of ſpecial 
Kindneſs; 'as- he hath. not promiſed'y 
If' we! have not. fuctyſnfible Con- 
ſolation;! and Quickning' m* every! 
Ordinance; fach Enlargement in 
every folemn' Duty, &c. If we 
have-tiot theſe, we make hard.Con- 
cluſiows'againſt God-and-our ſelves: 
But'this" is '10'preferibe'to God, and 
ſo is' s Tempting of him. Phe like 
may be ſaid of thoſe who'litmmit God 
unto ſuch 'Means; and nnte fuch a 
Time, for/their Aﬀurance ard Peace 
of Conſcience &7, or elfe they are 
ready to-defpatr of 1t for ever. It is 
to. oblige God abſolutely, where he 
has/ not bound himſelf: 'what 'we 
deſire, not being abſohately -negeſſary* 


init. {ef,-ot fo neceflary' as the } 


Glory-of God ſome other way. 


VVE muſt not therefore make 2 


Experiments of his Love to us, by 
kis "granting" our Deſires in theſe 
Particulars A Father will oy al- 

wa, OW 
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low a Ghild:;toſay,If you loveime;: 
let me [have this, or. that, at fueh-a: 
time,. and ia ſuch. a manner ;-but- 
when: be: fubmiſſively;: begs. and\re>! 
ceives it, he;may ſay, Now:I know! 
my; Father - loves 'me.;; : But; wie! 
Tempt God, when' we would: 'tie: 


him up to, our Circumſtances, of 


Time,' Manner, and 'Meaſurez-in. | 


theſe; 'as well as. ig; other Caſes. 
1:2 WHEN we. voluntarily; run; 
int0' Termpration,and hope the Grace 
of - God:will ſecure-us; tho we do, 
or [{ mays: very; well. know, that 
where we-go, and/ what we do; is 
like to prove, a Snere, and an Occaſion 
of Sin. If in the diſcharge of our 
Duty. to God we meet with Temp- 
tation, we may. hope his Grace: will 
be fuficient for us : But if -we.wall, 
play upon the-Hole: of the Aſp,:and: 
come. near the Cockatrice Den; if 
we will walk by the Houſe of 'the 
ſtrange Woman, when we may: ;a« 
void .it : If we will make bold-wuh 
the Opportunities, and Incentives; 
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and” 
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and: Provocatives : of Sin : If we 
will frequent ſuch Places, and ſuch 
Company, as did formerly inſnare 
us: If we will gratify. our Senſes, 
our Appetites, or our. Curioſity in 
ſuch Things, whereby we and 0- 
thers have formerly . been defiled ; 
and then expect the Extraordinary. 


i] Aſſiſtance of God's Grace to. preſerve 


us, this 1s 4 Tempting of Chriſt. - 

HE that dares come cloſe tothe. 
Threſhold of a. Sin, as one ſays, 
will ſoon be pluck'd within the 
Door ; for he hath Tempted the 
Lord his God... . He that cannot 
{wim, and will plunge himſelf into 
a deep River, if he ſink and. be 
drowned, may thank his own Pre- 
ſumption. You know how ,unable 
you are to ſtand againſt Tempta- 
tion; and therefore it is. deſperate 
Boldneſs to adventure where: you 
are ſure to be Tempted. Can 4 
Man take Fire into. his Boſom, .and 
his Clothes not be burnt? Prov. 26, 
27. You put your ſelves out af the, 
_ E Pro« 
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ProteFion of God's:Gtace,  ant'givre 
the” Devil- arr Advantage againſt 
you; and ſo it-15 no-wonder it you 
are overcome: You cannot pretend 
the $trength-of' the Temptapion for 
your: Excule,. for” you: might; have 
avoided'the Snare. Never fay thar 
you could* not refift the: Tempra- 
tion, it was {6 ſtrong, wheo you 
mighthave avoided\ir, {© as npt to 
THE mores, we, knqaw of the 
Corruption'of ourNature, the more, 
Reaſon ſhafÞ weſfe tar daily. Prayer 
to Gud,, that he- wonld- nor lead as 
znto Temptation-: toy we'are. ſeldom 
broyght into Temptations, and' 
brought off from them, without Sin., } 
When''the Devil'comes to us, he 
cannot. {ay that he finds: nathibg in 
us: upon” which to faften : As is {fid; 
—_—_— Bleſfed Saviour, Joh. |} 
IA. JO. - Prince of this, Worl{ || 
cometh, ang Vath nothing in me.. 
His Tempratigns could not enter, 
therg, was noittward'Luftro OE 
_— 26 
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of Tempting Cc heiſt ; 6 Þ 
them. But our Hearts are ready to 
kindle upon the: leaft Spark that 
falls: As: ſooras Satan knocks, we 
open the Door and entertain! him; 
We have fo much: Exp:rience: of 
this; that it were'the greateſt Folly 
in the World' to: veature upon 
Tempration, and expect the: Help: 
of that' Grace, which we: know 
we' have forfeited; ''A/: Man may 
as well pat his Finger” into! the 
Fire, and! hope he ſhalb: nor feel: 
Pair. | 

IF Peter will go-into' the High 
Prieft's Malb withour a: Wartan 
nb- wonder if he fall. If People 
will'marty without any' regard+ito; 
Religion'in their Choice; | if they” 


| care not where tliey dwell; or: witte: 


whom), or what- kind of Berſbhs: 
they have for their'Domeſtioks; af: 
Perſons- that pretend? to: Religiva? 


| will frequent Play-Houfss; ant read! 


filthy Hiſtoties, or Comudiasz or 


obſcene Poerry;,” (for: the'Wit 07! 
- da theta 
| 2 
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is, 'will rake into a filthy Dunghil, 
in hopes of finding a. Jewel, with 
the manifeſt hazard of being poi- 
ſoned by the Stench; ) if: they will 
adventure the corrupting of their 
Principles, by hearkening to every 
bold Atheiſt, that will burleſque 
the Holy: Scriptures, and overturn 
the Foundations of all Chriſtianity, 
if not -of Natural Religion too ; 
ſuch Perſons they tempt God to leave 
them to themſelves; and the Event 
will prove what need there was 
of praying, and indeavouring, that 
we may not fall into Temptation. 

I INSIST the longer upon 
this, becauſe it is ſo neceſlary to be 
conſidered by All: 'to take heed 
how we tempt God, by making 
bold with the Occcaſions of Sin. It 
is a merciful Providence to have our 
Circumſtances; and Condition of 
Life: ſo: ordered,” that we muſt (go 
out of 'our way to Sin, we-mulſt 
ſkek it-with ſome Difficulty. For 
more Grace is needful to ſave us { 
| from |} 
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from Sin in the Neighbourhood of 
great Temptations, than while we 
are at a diſtance, Every one there- 
fore, according to the Sins he knows 
himſelf moſt inclined to, ſhould 
watch to keep as far as lawfully 
he may from Temptation. Why 
ſhould we eat that which we know 
we mult vomic up again ? do that 
which we know we mult Repent 
of? And if you may not eat, why 
ſhould you taſte? And if you may 
not wo bn why ſhould you delice 
to See it, or have it before you, or 
come near it ? Read the fifth, ſixth 
and ninth Chapters of the Proverbs; - 
and what is ſpoken concerning one 
Sin, is true-of the Occaſions that 
lead to others. | 

IF we will not keep at a diſtance 
from the Snare, we gratify Satan, 
and provoke God to leave us in 
his Hands. Ir is poſſible you may 
come off ſafe from the Occaſions to- 
\ fin, but you are not ſure of that 
Grace that is needful to it. Your 


E 3. Expe- 


"Experience teach you, your 
tvequent Falls may inftruft you, 
how: dangerous 1t 15 to have Temp- 
*wag-/Objccts wear, and in wiew. 
"Tofke whether I am able to reſiſt 
Temptation, when I may avoid it, 
is boldly to tempt God, and to 1m 
for Trial-lake. We ſhould keep as 
far as we may, from the 'Conknes 
of that Fire that 15 apt.to put cur 
Paflions into a Fever, and raiſe 
Duorders an Our Souls. 'The Ns- 
zarites, who by the Law of God 
were obliged to abſtain from Wane, 
-Qx fvong Drink, or any Liquor 
of Erapes; were forbidden alfo to 
eat of the Grape green or dried; 
\they were not 10 much as to taſte 
of the Husk or Kerael, or of the 
Skin of a'Grape, or Railin *, 

TF we know that ſuch or ſuch 
things have been Snares to us here- 
wofore, and; are like to prove ſo a- 
gain; that ſuch a Game, or ſuch a 


Wy 
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Canverſation, -1s like co de;prejudi- 
clal-to me in particular, and-draw 
me ito {in-; Iam acceſſory - to the 
Temptation, and'to all the-Sia and 
Miſchief that follows, if yet I wall 
Venture. . 

THEY who ſeem the beſt ,pre- 
pared, and refolved, do yet ineed 
this. Caution: For none <an tell 
what they are,-4ill Trial, and O&- 
calion diſcover them. Tobe. Tem- 
perate, whena Man hath not where- 
wichal to. be otherwiſe: To. be 


Chaſte, and -haye.no Temptation to 


Uncleanneſs ; to.appear Meek, ant 
have no Provocation.; or for a Ser- 
vant to be Juſt, and 'not to pilfer 
and ſteal, while his Maſter's : Eye 
is UPON him ; ;. this is-comparatively 
a ſmall Matter. But to. bechaſte 
in Sodom, to be temperate, as Jime- 
thy in Aſia, amongit'the luxurious 
Epheſians ; to be awed by the Fear 
of /God, and kept trom! bolly;netien 
ſolicited eq ; it; a5, Foſeph:51 this /is 
the” Trial; of our. Sexength... If a 
| E 4 Man. 


ay 
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' Man be fo fooliſh, as out of choice 
ro ſtand near a Precipice, a ſmall 
Puſh will throw htm over, when a 
far greater would not have hurt him 
upon a Level. 

AUSTIN relates the Story of his 
Friend Alyppime, who, by the Impor- 
evnity of his Acquaintance, conſen- 
ted to go tothe Theatre; yet with a 
Reſokation not to open his Eyes, leſt 
theſight of thoſe SpeRacles ſhould 
zntice his Heart : But betng there, 
the Noiſe and ſudden ſhouting of 
the Multitude prevailed fo far with 
bim that he forgot his Reſolution, 
takes the liberty to fee what occa- 
fioned the Shout ; and once ſeeing, 
is now ſo enflamed with Delight, 
'that' he ſhouts as the reſt do, and 
*becomes a Frequenter of the Thea- 
tre as others: All his Reſolution 
did not avail, when the Tempta-- 
tion was brought to his Senſe. . 

IT .1s & bold and dangerous Un- 
* dertaking, to.court the Opportunities 
of ſinnihg, to invite an Enemy, to 

<4 | 1mbrace: 
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imbrace a Danger:; tho a Man do- 
JW: it, as he pretends, to get the Plea- 
A ſure of a Victory, and'to give Proof 
on of his Piety in reſiſting; it is twen- 
; ty to one but he is {urprized, and 
IS overcome: Like the Folly, as one 


bo» obſerves, of chat Egyptian who ac- 
= knowledged: Fire for his God; and 
2 one day doing his-Devotions, kifſed 
t his God after the manner of 'Wor- 
ſhippers, and burnt his Lips. | Juſt 
{uch a Fool is he who hugs a Temp- 
{ tation, tho with adeſign of Vertue; 
{ he burns himſelf in the Neigh- 
' bourhood of the Flame, and is like 
to periſh in his own Folly, It is 
to call the Danger nearer, that we 
may run- from it.. And let Men: 
mean never ſo well; they cannot 
att wiſely, who will go toi-meet. 

| the World, and' invite- the/"Devial,, 
and venture upon-hisGround :'They 
conlider not, that by running upon: 
Temptation; they have no Promiſe 

_ of Godi to: be delivered 'outi of 1t; 
and- becauſe they. Tempr himy he 
E. 5; juitly: 
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nſtly keaves them, to miſcarry, as 
the Puniſhment of their Raſhnelſs. 
BEWARE. therefore of trying: 
Concluſions, how near you may ap- 
—— t0Sin, and not be defaled ;. 
youadventure to gratify your 
Curiolity, to. go where you may 
be enſnared, where your Danger is 
greater than your Bxfimeſs. You 
eonfider; not, that to be near Sin, 
is to be inear the Wrath of God, 
and4he Fire of Hell; and to come- 
Near Vt, is the common way of 
g0Mibg 40; it. It is the Devil's 
ennning: to: make you confident of 
your own Strength, co tell you you 
Need -not fear:; you canTun a greater 
Hazard than this, you can bear a 


Kronger Temptation than this; 


['Whatth& you are in bad Company, 


re gow. ſuck a; Child: that. yon can-. 


not governyour (ſelf? | But fince our 
'Elelh arid--corrupt: Tnclinat ion is.0n 
the- Temprer's' fide, our Rrongeſt 
Reſolutions may, then fail us: And 
af we make bvld. withiche Temp-- 
"! ; i be tations,, 

mY 
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tations, and Occaſions of Sis, we 
*Femprt God, and provoke hun to 
leave us to our {elves. | 
;, WHEN we run-upon any 
ſuch thing as. requires/the., Extra- 
ordinary Afﬀfiftance of God's Grace 
and Spirit, without any Ground or 
Promiſe-from: the Word of God to: 
expect it: When a Man of weak 
Shoulders wt ALROmpt ta.;bear a 

Burden, that would require a Sam 
\ſon's Back. Whea Toe wall rath 
upon 1uch things, as are beyond 
our : Ability and Strength, and ex- 
pe, Extraordinary Help, ;wathaut 
a Promiſe. As when, by the neg- 
Ic& of the ordinary way of .im- 
proving our 'Minds in Knowledg, 
we think to do thoſe things unto 
which the greateſt Improvements 
of Knowledg are required. If the 
Sons of Sceva will undeftike"to 
exercile the Devil, no wonder it he 

prevail againlt them, 4s 19. 16: 
- THE Popiſh Vows of perpetaal 
Virginity are a. Tempting of _ 
Y and: 
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and- Chriſt in this reſpe&; becauſe 
there is zo Promiſe of God's Aſh- 
ſtance, that they ſhall be able ro 
perform ſuch a Yow :: Fhere is no. 
Promiſe, that whoever will: reſolve 
and' endeayour it, ſhatl be able to. 
Trad a fingle Life without Marriage. 
So the Apoſtles were offended with 
them that would 1njoin Chriſtians 
to- obſerve the Jewiſh Ceremonies, 
after Chriſt's Aſcenſion to Heaven : 
Not only becauſe they were laid 
alide by rhe Death of Chriſt, but 
becauſe there was no- Promiſe of the 
Divine Preſence, and Aſſiſtance any 
longerinthat Worſhip: Fhis there- 
fore 15 called: 4' Tempting of God, 
AQs I'S. I0;. 
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Of Tempting God and. Chriſt, as 


to hs Patience. 


Laſtly. E Tempt him as to- 
Y his Patienceand Loyg- 

ſuffering. And thus the Jews are 
{aid to tempt God, while they re- 
belled againſt him, and abuſed his 
Forbearance, What is termed the 
Day of Temptation in one place, 
is Called the Day of Provocation 
13 another. Tow have now tempted 
me, lays God, theſe ten times, and: 
will not obſerve my Oraers, or hearken- 
to. my Voice; your continued Diſ- 
obedience is a- conſtant Tempting: 
of me. ; 
TO how many of us may God: 
fay the like and. worſe !. You.have: 
tempted me, not. only, theſe ten: 
rames,, 
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ty Years, or more ; and would not 
, obey my Voice, notwithſtanding 


/ many C onvieh tions of Conſcience, 
/ many inftrofttive Warnings and 
Reproofs, many loud Catts of Pro- 
videritt;and'muny Motions of my 
Spirit Rriving wich your Hearts; &c. 
| You have tempted my Patience, and 
i Long-ſuffering, and made a bold 
ey how Tong I wouſd bear with 


you. 


\ 


\ 
| 
$ 


times, but thele zex Years, or twen- 
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SECT. XIV. 

The TImprovement of this Diſcourſe 
for Convittion of Sin, and Hu- 
miliation. The Aggravations 
of this Tempting Chriſt, The 
Danger of it, as applied to the 
Nation, from this Example of 


the Jews, 


Firſt. / | "HIS. may be improved 

for our Humiliation, 
with reterence tothe many Inftan- 
ces, wherein we have been guilty of 
Temptiog Chritt. Upona Review 
of the forementioned Particulars, 
how often may we juſtly charge 
our ſelves with this Sin !. Fo affect 
us with it the more, I might repre- 
ſent the Evil' of this Sin, partly 
from the Spring and Root of it, 
which 5 Tnfidelity, Unbelicf,, or 
Diſtrult of God. Pfu. 18k er. 
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They believed not God. Partly from 
the Diſobedience, and Rebellion a- 
gainſt the Divine Orders, with 
which it is attended. They Tempted 
Goa, and provoked the Moſt High, 1. e. 
they rebelled againſt him. 
PARTLY from:that Ingratitude, 
and Forgetfulneſs of God: which 
this Sin implies, and' from the I- 


fſolence and Arrogance that is con- 


tained in ſuch a Trial of the Know- 
ledg, Power and Goodneſs of God. 
For a Servant, or a Scholar, or any 
Inferior to- try Experiments con- 
cerning the Honeſty, or the Skill of 
his Superiour, 1s a provoking piece 
of | Infolence. But this is nothing 
to the ſawcy Boldneſs of Rebellious 
Sinners _— the Lord, and againſt 
his Chriſt.. I might-argue it like- 
wile from its Likeneſs and Confor- 
mity. to the Sin of the Devil;. It is 
a horrid Imitation of the Devil's 
Crime, who-is the Tempter. 

I MIGHT prove it alſo. from 
£Severity of. its. Puniſhment,. by 


SCrip» 
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Scripture-Examples and Declaratt- 
ons : Theſe Jews are an eminent 
Inſtance, we read of Multitudes 
of them deſtroyed ſuddenly, The 
Wrath of God came upon them, while 
the Meat was in their Mouths. And, 


for another Inſtance of the like 


Guilt, they were deſtroyed by Ser- 
pents : And afterwards, for conti- 
nuing to tempt God, ' they were 
excluded the promiſed Land ; they 
were refuſed Entrance into Canaan, 
and All of that Generation, except 
Caleb and Foſbus, died in' the Wil» 
derneſs. 

THIS Inſtance ſhould be very 
Inſtrutive and Monitory unto us, 
to take heed of Tempting God, as 
the Iſraelites did. We reſemble 
them both in our Mercies, and in: 
our Sins. God hath moſt eminent- 
ly favour'd this Nation, and we 
have moſt highly provoked God. 

GREAT Things indeed he did 
for 1/rae! : He meant (faith 
Hall) to make that Nation a 


dent 
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Jent of Mercy. j- nxarl and Earth 
conſpir'd to bleſs them. Should - 
ipeak of the Wonders of Egypr, 1 
know not whether their Prelervati- 
OR in tt, or Deliverance outot it were 
the more Miraculous. .Did t 
want a Guide? God himſelf goes 
before them.in Fire. Did they want 
a Shelter.? his Cloud. is Cay over 
them for a Covering. Did they 
want a Way ? the Seait:{elf ſhalt 
make .t, and be at once a. Street 
and a Wall rothem. Did they want 
Bread ? Heren it {elf ſhall: pour 
down the Food of Angels. Did 
they want Meat to their Bread ? 
the Wind ſhall bring them whoke 
Driſts- of Quails am@ xheir Tents. 
LE want Drink £o\both ?-the 
ry.Rocks ſhall yield it; Dothey 
cnn ripe Apparel in the 'Wil- 
dernels? their -Clothes' ſhall not 
wax old on their Backs. Do they 
El Advice ? God himſelf hall 
1s. Vocal, Oracle between the 
ims. Dothey waa gl 
1C 


he hall come down upon Sins, 


2 his” 
"as Mis 
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2nd deliver it in Fire, Thundring, 


Smoke, Earthquakes, and write it 


with his own Finger 1n Tables of 
Stone. Dothey want Habitations.? 
God ſhall provide them a Land that 
flows with Milk and Honey. Are 
they perſecuted ? God ftands 1n Fire 
between them and their Harms. 


- Are they ſtung to Death ? the Bra- 


zen Serpent ſhall cure them. Are 
they reſiſted ? The Walls of Jericho 
ſhall fall down alone : Hail-ſtones 
-— _ Enemies : T——_—_ 
ful, to {ce Jofbue's enge 
Viltory. O Great and Mighty 
Things that God did for Iſrael / 
AND if any Nation under Hea- 
ven could either parallel or ſecond 
Iſrzel in the Favours of God, this. 
poor little I{ayd of ours is it. The 
Cloud of his Protettion hath co- 
vered us. The bloody Sea of Per- 
ſecution hath given way to us, a 
we have paſſed it dry»ſhod. 
true Manns from Heaven is 
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down abundantly about our Tents. * 
The Waters of Life ſpring forth 4 
plenteouſly among us. 'The bet- |: 
rer Law of the Goſpel 1s given us 
from Heaven by the Hands of his 
Son, &#e. 

BUT under all theſe and the {5 
like Obligations they Tempted God, 
and provoked the moſt High. Let 
ns take heed of imitating their Sin, 
and Tempting God as they did, by 
not underſtanding his Wonders, by 
forgetting all his Works, by con- | 
tinuing to provoke him after ſuch 
National Dehverances as he has 
wrought for us. Are we not under 
the like Guilt on this Account ? How 
flowly doth any thing that may be 
called Reformation go on? tho there 
be'the Countenance of Magiltracy 
to encourage it, What Inſtance of 
Pride and Luxury is abated ? *«. 
If therefore after all God hath done, | 

ve thus continue to Tempt him 
Your Impentztence; it is poſlible, 
Fmore than poſlible, that we 
may 
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14. compared with the 18th Chap- 
ter, and you find that Sodom, and 
Gomorrah,and the Cities of the Plain, 


' notwithſtanding the Victory and 
Succeſs which God had given them 


againſt their Enemies, by the AM- 
ſtance of Abraham and his Servants; 
yet for their Pride, and Idleneſs, and 
Uncleanneſs, and the abufe of their 
Plenty and Peace, he ſoon after de- 
ſtroyed them with Fire from Heaven, 
asa Warning to future Generations, 
and hath left it on Record for our 
Admonition. 

BUT the Jews are our moſt re- 
markable Example and Pattern. 
How miraculouily did God deliver 
them out of Egypt / and yet how 
ſoon. after were they brought to 
their Wits end at the Red Sea ! 
God there appears for them, and 
makes bare his Arm for their Salva- 
tion, and the Overthrow . of _ the 
Enemies. but that extraordinary 


\ Deliverance at the Red See did but 


Enter 
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|. may yet be deſtroyed. Read Gezy. 
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| enter them.intathe Widernefs; they 
were not prefeotly upon' this, as 
they imagined,. totake Pofſeffion:of 
the promiſed Land'; God would 
try themrin the Wilderneſs. There 
they. murmured, and rzprex God 
in the Deſart, and ever and anon he 


his Severity after'another, Ht de- 
livered- then often, bur they res 
belled* again, and he is forced' to 
puniſh chem agam.: Tnfomuctr that 
when tliey were uporrthe very Bor- 


they .could look inta, Canzay, and' 
needed* only” to' go over and take 
Poſſeſion, Niwmb. 14.8, g. yet; like: 
a Ship in fight of the: Farbour; 
thieir Provocations apzinſt God raiſe: 
a, new* Storm, and they are driven: 
back agaimn.to Sta, and all” rhe Paf- 
ſengers are.drowned: God ſwart is 
bis Wrath, that zont of thiem ſhould 
eater into bis Reſt. 

_ , WE have.reafbn to apprehend,, 


plagued them with one-Inſtance of 


ders of the pronnſed Eand, when” 


that after all tharGo& has done andy 


{ 


Lih 
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if yet we continue to-tempt hin, 
he may refuſe to ſtrengthen. that 
which he has wrought S us; the 
faireſt Hopes of NATIONAL 
Eſtabliſhment, may be blaſted, the 
neare{t ProfpeQ of compleat Salua- 
tion may. be diſappointed; God. 
may ſtop the Progreſs. of the Deli- 
verance, he. has giyen, and- leaye. us. 
to 'periffy by one another, or as a 
Prey. tothe Common Enemy. . And 
who can'tell' but this may be the 
laſt Trial that He will ever make 
of this Generation ? The Seaſon 
ſeems to be very Critical, Judgment 
and Mercy are ſtriving which ſhall 
get the better. But it yet we re- 
bel- againſt him; defprife- hs Good- 
neſs, diſobey his Orders, blaſpheme 
the Son of God, and reject the 
everlaſting Goſpel, and will not 
know the things that belong unto 
our common Peace, cc. If neither 
his late aſtoniſhing Kindneſs to us, 
nor the' Apprehenſions of his de- 
{erved Diſpleaſure for milimproving 
it, 


it, will make us ceaſe to Tempt 
him; but weftill harden our Hearts, 
as the Jews did 3 we have Reaſon to 
look for Wonders' of Severity, an- 
ſwerable_ to, thoſe of Mercy we 
have formerly had. We may Fear 
and Exped this as to the NATION; 
but however God may deal with 
that, yet as to particular Perſons, 
who continue to tempt God, there 
remains nothing for them but a fear- 
ful looking for of Tudgment, and of 
fiery Tndignatzion. 
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SECT. XV. 


' | 4n Exhortation to all ſorts of Per- 
3 ſons, inſtead of Tempting Chriſt, 
to make Trial and Proof of his 
Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs, in a 
way of Duty, Obedience, and 
- |  Dependance. 


_——_— 


Secondly. E T us then, inſtead 
of Tempting Chriſt 

| as we have done, reſolve for the 
| futureto make that Trial and Proof 
of him, which he allows and re- 
quires us.to do. We read 'fome- 
times in Scripture how God conde- 
| ſcendedto the Weakneſs of his Ser- 
vants, and 'gave them leave' to de- 
mand 4 Sigz of him, upon ſuch 
and ſuch'Particular Occaſions, :'G7- 
| drow had: an expreſs Ordet for His 
| Sign, Fudg. 7. a: had feave 

| 119 ra 


we 
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to ask one, for the increaſe of his 
Faith; amd Tt feems as tt he did 
not do well to refuſe it, 1/a. 7. 12. 
But ſometirhes, without an expreſs 
Command, holy Men have asked 
of God a Sign; as Abraham, Gen. 
1h. Wheveby ſhall know, that T\ball 
#1herit the Land of Canaan ? So 
Eliezer, Abruham's Servant, 'Gen, 24. 
14. So Jonathan, 1-Sam. 14. 10, 
In theſe and other extraordinary 
Caſes, what there wasvf Propheti- 
cal Inftin, or Inſpiration to war- 
kant them, weknownot; and whe- 
ther they did-well or ill m demand- 
4g a-Sign of -God, we .can hardly 
Yay: But ogr Caſe tsiplaia, where 
we theve the Warrant of Divine 
Precipt,and-a Promiſe allo for our 
kiicou 


Tagencat. 
LET ws'then;nwke [Traulof the 
Eaithfulnefs, and the Goodneſs of 
God, anthe rways of \Obedience. 
Prove .meivow, lays God, Mais zo. 
Db any of you kintites Fire upon. mane 


Altar fat might Do you-offer:a | 


vÞ; | | Sacrt- 


| 
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Sacrifice to me without profiting 
your {elves ? Tho you have robbed me, 
ſaith the Eord, as to Tithes and Offe- 
rings, even this whole Natiop. Chap. 
3. V.9, 10. Tet bring them into the 
Store-houſe, that there may be Meat 
in my Houſe; and prove me now here- 
with, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; fee if 
T will not open unto you the Windows 
of Heaven, and pour you qut an abun- 
dant Bleſſing, that you. (hall not have 
room to receive it ,, and make that all 
Nations fhoatt call you blelſet, To the 
like -pyrpoft we read in' Pſa. &r. 
17,14, 0 rhat my People: had þear- 
hened wntg me, and Ifract had walked 


in my Ways ! 1 fhould [con have (b- 


aued their Enemies, ana turned my 
Hand againſt thiir Adverfaries. Bat 
they would not try me, and trult 


GOD condeſcends to ſpeak ſuch 
Language unto All of us. Preve 
me, faith he, by obeying my Voice, 
and hearkening ro my Word : En- 


_ ter into my Service, ſee whether 


F 2 I 
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F am a hard. Maſter: Take my F 
Yoke upon you, ſee whether it be 
not eaſy, and my Burden light : 
Try whether my Service be not bet- 
ter than that of Sin, and the World: 
See whether any can do for you, 
that which I can, and will do, 
Come unto me, ſays Chriſt, it you 
are -weary and heavy laden, and ſee 
whether I cannot give you Ref. 
Do but make 4a Trial, whether the 
Ways of Wiſdom be not Pleaſant- 
neſs, and her Paths Peace. Con- | 
dema not Religion fora melancholy, 
tedious, burdenſome thing, before 
you. have found it ſo upon Trial. 
See whether ſeeking the Kingdom 

of God, and the Righteouſneſs | 
thereof, in the firſt place, be | not 
the way, to have all other things 
added, in the beſt Proportion. Make, } 
a Trial, at leaſt for a time, whe- 
ther to walk uprightly, and keep a 
Conſcience void of Offence towards 
God and Man, be not the only way | 
to walk ſurely in tle moſt difficult 4 

Times, - 


of Tempting Chriſt. 163: 
Times, and turn of Aﬀairs, publick; 
or private. 
PROVE me now, {ays God, whes. 
ther he that fears God and works 
Righteouſneſs ſhall not be Accepted; 
See whether I am a barren Wilder-/ 
neſs,. or a Land of Drought.;..whe-- 
ther ever you ſhall have reaſon to 
Repent your turning from Sin and 
Vanity, to walk in my Way; whe-, 
ther ever any ſhall be Loſers by their 
Fidelity to me. 5g 
| O THAT Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 
Gentlemen, Students, Merchants, 
Tradeſmen, Parents,Children, Heads 
of Families, and Servants, younger, 
elder Perſons, under what Denomi- 
| nation ſoever they may be ranked, 
would A/ in their ſeveral. places, 
inſtead of Tempting Chriſt, make 
| 2 Trial of his Faithfulneſs to his 
Promiſes, unto ſuch as are diligent, 
and faithful to the performance 
of the Duty! O that Magiſtrates . 
would but try, whether Fidelity to 
, God, and Zeal for his Glory, and 
m_— F 3 Concern 


I - th F , A odd = 4 uy " 
Fi A >. + » r " Re | w. 


Concern for his Hotiour, and Cite F 


that his Laws be obſerved, and the 


Violation of theny puttiſhed ; ' whe- | 


ther this be not' the beſt way to 
their own Safety, Honour arid Efta- 
blifhmenr, and che only Exaltation 
and Security of the People ! O that 
-. Minifters would but try, whether 
hezrty-Love to God and Chrift, and 
the Souls of Men, and fervent De- 
ſires and Endeavours to approve onr 
ſelves to the All-ſcetng God, in 
ſeeking 'to promote the Faith, and 
Holmes, and Joy of Chriſtians; 
and their Union, Love and Con- 
cor#& one with ariother, be not the” 
beſt way for our Acceptance atid- - 
Succeſs ! | 
O'that Ffercbanrs, arid TYadeſmes 
would bur try, by conftant Depen- 
dance upon God, ' and* daily Prayer” 
in their Cloſets and Families, and* 
text fofttee and Righreonſneſs in 
their Dealings, and by chufing and 
efcouraging fach' Servants as fear” 
the' Lord, and by keeping up the- 
WB. VW orſhip: | 


of Tempting Ebrift. woy © 
Worſhip and-Authotity of God in © 
-* their Houſes ; Whether this be nbt 
* the beſt way td baniſh the Cutſe of 
God frotti theit Habitation, arid. to 
obtain that Bleſſing of Heaven up- 
of their Diligetice it theif Callihgs; 
which will make Rich, without rhe 
Addition of Sortow ! | 

O'that Pzre»ts would try; whe- 
ns dedicating their Childr&h 
to betithes, andeducatins ther 
difigettly it che Fear ati# Nurtute: 
of the Lord, ahd' difgtacifie Sin to 
ther, teMing theth the Evil _— 
 Danget of it, andatitidoting thent 
againſt Temptation, ſaving them- 
- frottt Pride, arid Idlenefs;, and” evil 

Company, making Religion onde 
ſarit ro chem, and ſetting ah Sly! 
Example before them, '& & whe- 
thet #5 be not the beſt; and only" 

ray to have Condfort in them ! 

O that we, who are the Chitdrew 
of Religiows, Holy Parts, would 
but try whether there will adr be. 9: 
double Bleffing from Heaven” upon: 


us,- 
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us: if -we own our Fathers God; 
and. our Mothers God : If we keep 
within the Bond of his Covenant, 
and remember his Commandments 
to do them; if we cut not off the 
Entail of Covenant-Bleſhngs with 
our own Hands; if we obey the 
God of our Fathers, with a perfe&t 
and upright Heart ! Let us :prove 


him, and.try whether he will not. 
fulfil. his Promiſe, That the Mercy of 


the Lord ſhall be from everlaſting to 
everlaſting to them that fear him, 
apa, his Righteouſneſs (or Faithful: 
neſs) to the Childrens Children. 


IN. SHORT, let. us All reſolve 
to Tempt God and Chriſt no more, 
as we have done, but to prove him 
by our holy Obedience, - And, we 


ſhall find by. Experience, that com-. 


mitting our Way to God in well- 
doing, 1s .the wiſcſt, and eaſieſt, 
and {weeteſt Liſe, through all the 
Changes of this preſent World : 


That by caſting our Bread upon the 


Waters, 
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Waters, and-giving to the Poor; we 
do but lend unto the Lord, and he 
will ſurely repay it : That to ſanQi- 
fy the Lord's-Day, is the. proper 
Method to have the Bleſſing of Hea- 
ven all the Week : That to live the 
Life of the Righteous, and to be- 
gin to remember and ſerve him 1n 
our. Youth, is the only proper Me- 
thod for 'a long Life, and a good 
old Ape, or a peaceful Death, a 
Comfortable Account, and a Bleſſed . 
Eternity. 
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